
Google Classroom 
Overview
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Google Classroom Crash Course

● What is Google Classroom?

○ Learning management system where students can access all 

content/materials (notes, class assignments, homework, etc.)

● The purpose of this session is to give an overview of Google Classroom, and 

how you can access it as a parent vs. a student.

● Balance of online and paper in classes
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The Parent Experience
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Accessing Google Classroom

● There are only two “roles” in Google Classroom- Student and Teacher
○ Parents/guardians can not directly login to Classroom due to privacy laws.

● Teachers can invite parents/guardians to receive “Guardian Summaries”

○ If you are not already receiving summary emails, you need to 

request an invitation from a teacher.

○ When a guardian accepts an invitation from one teacher, they are 
linked to their student in all classes.
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What is included in the parent/guardian summary?

● Guardian summary emails will show the following:
○ Missing work—Work not turned in when the summary was sent
○ Upcoming work—Work that’s due today and tomorrow (for daily emails) or that’s due in 

the upcoming week (for weekly emails)
○ Class activities—Announcements, assignments, and questions recently posted by 

teachers
○ Email summaries will not show current grades for the class

● You can click “View in Classroom” to view the material directly in Google 
Classroom.
○ It will not show you if your student turned the assignment in or not.
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Click to directly 
view the 

assignment
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The Student Experience
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This is the main screen 

your student will see 

when they open up 

Google Classroom. It 

shows all of the current 

classes they are in.

It will list a “quick view” 

of any current upcoming 

assignments.
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For a more detailed 

list of assignments 

(upcoming, missing, 

completed) your 

student can click on 

the “To-Do” list. 
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To view all content 

(HW, notes, 

assignments), your 

student should NOT 

look on the stream, 

but click on the 

“Classwork” tab.

When a student clicks on 

a specific class, they will 

be taken to the “Stream” 

page. This page is where 

teacher announcements 

will show (materials 

needed for class, 

announcements for 

upcoming quizzes, etc.)
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Bookmark icon=  
material that does not 
require a student to 
submit any work

Orange clipboard icon=
required assignment 
that has not been turned 
in yet

Gray clipboard icon=
required assignment 
that has been turned in
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When a student clicks on 

a required assignment, 

they are able to “add 

work” to turn the 

assignment in. When 

something is turned in, it 

will no longer show on 

the “To-Do” list.
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For some assignments, 

teachers will already have 

a document for the 

student to work in 

attached. In this case, the 

student can work directly 

in the document and then 

just click “Turn in” when 

the assignment is 

completed. 
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On the “Classwork” tab, if 

a student wants to see 

graded work, they can 

click this icon.
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It will then bring the 

student to this view. 

They are able to view 

any graded past 

assignments.
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