Sixth Grade Course Outlines

2018-2019

Columbus Academy
Middle School Art
2018 - 2019
At Columbus Academy, we regard art as a subject in its own right as well as a discipline that augments
and expands what our students learn in other disciplines. The arts—individually and in combination with
each other—also provide an important avenue through which we build a sense of self and a sense of
community. In visual art, students gain confidence in concrete individual skills in creative expression,
gain appreciation for the arts across history and cultures, and learn to work collaboratively with their
peers.
The Art program connects art with the world around us. It opens a world beyond textbooks for students to
explore and builds a foundation for creative thinking. Students are encouraged to explore new techniques,
seek deeper meaning out of their art practice, and establish a personal approach to their work. We
experience how the arts can cross disciplines to create an exciting statement.
What is Creativity? Students are exploring what this 21st century skill means and how it can be practiced.
We will look at Creativity as a means to generate ideas, make critical decisions, take risks, make
mistakes, and work together. These practices are experiences to educate the whole child as they learn and
grow through the ups and downs of adolescence.
In Middle School, we explore many different methods and media including drawing, painting,
printmaking, sculpture, crafts, and digital art, as well as two- and three-dimensional design basics.
Students acquire art language and concepts from both hands-on experiences and discussion and are
exposed to multicultural art history references when appropriate.
Assessment is based on hands-on learning, critical thinking skills, following a sequence of project steps,
craftsmanship, and individual artistic voice and expression.
6 ART projects build sequentially on skills acquired in previous years. Some art practices include right
brain/observational drawing and mixed-media/digital design. We will look at how art can portray feelings
and be an opportunity to practice empathy. Inspired by a commencement speech addressing Failures of
Kindness, students will create works to engage each other with.

Creative Expressions
6th Grade, 2018-2019
INSTRUCTOR: Mrs. Whitney Eads
eadsw@columbusacademy.org
A, C, D Days; 12:50p-1:50p--Room E204
Welcome to Creative Expressions: 6th Grade!

Goals
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Practice skills that ensure a genuine acting performance
Differentiate between active verbs and passive adjectives in a scene
Develop dynamic characters and scenes
Learn basic elements of music and song
Experiment with non-instruments to make musical elements come alive
Perform covers of songs with non-instruments
Learn to evaluate a performance and offer positive constructive criticism
As Performing Artists, students will Create, Perform, and Respond

Course Units
●
●

Acting Scenes
Non-instrument Exploration

(please note: the order in which these units occur may vary depending on school calendar and student needs)

How to Succeed in Class: “High 5!”
1. Be Present
2. Be Engaged
3. Be Bold
4. Be Respectful
5. Be Responsible

What Will I Be Graded On?
Participation……………………………………………………………….. 10 points per week
Final Acting Performance…………………………………………….. 20 points
Non-instrument Performance …………………………………….. 20 points
Discussions………………………………………………………………….. 20 points each
Report Cards
Final grades will appear on report cards using the “OSU” scale: Outstanding, Satisfactory,
Unsatisfactory.
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O……………………………………………………. 95-100%
S+......................................................... 85-94%
S…………………………………………………… 75-84%
S-.......................................................... 60-74%
U………………………………………………….. 59% or lower
Percentages are determined by comparing points earned by points possible. Grades will
not be curved or rounded up.

Stay Connected
All work will be posted and graded on Google Classroom (CE 6: World Performances)
How to contact Mrs. Eads:
Please let me know if you ever have questions or concerns. I will respond within 24 hours
during the school week. Email: eadsw@columbusacademy.org

Other Important Classroom Policies
●
●
●
●
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Late work will receive a 1 point deduction per day after due date.
Students will create their own work. Plagiarism will receive an “incomplete”
Safety is top priority. When working with tools and materials, students should freeze
and alert Mrs. Eads if ever feeling unsafe or unsure.
If a student is tardy, they will lose 1 point per occurrence, applied to the week’s exit
slip

COLUMBUS ACADEMY

2018-2019

6th Grade Chinese
Learning Chinese
opens you up to a new world!

Lǐ lǎoshī
Ms. Li

܉᯾ԏᤈ҅তԭ᪃ӥ̶
A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a single step.
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2
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SET GOALS
BE PREPARED

ARRIVE ON TIME
PARTICIPATE

RESPECT OTHERS
DO YOU BEST
1

When you need
help, please feel
free to stop by my
classroom at C112,
or send me an email
with your questions:
lin@columbusacade
my.org

Course Description

Our goal:

In 6th Grade Chinese class, students
will learn Chinese Pinyin system,
character writing system, classroom
commands, greetings, nationality,
family, profession, birthday, hobby,
and time & dates. Culture topics
i n c l u d e C h i n e s e c a l l i g r a p h y,
painting, rhymes and songs, holiday
celebration, crafts, food, etc.

To grow proficiency in: Listening,
Reading, Speaking, and Writing

Grades

ACTFL

10%

Proficiency Guidelines

20%

25%

Our curriculum
will follow the
American
Council on the
Teaching of
Foreign
Languages
(ACTFL)
Proficiency
Guidelines. The
application of
the guidelines is for the evaluation
of functional language ability. In 6th
grade Chinese class, students will be
able to improve from Novice Low
level to Novice Middle level.

20%
25%

Homework
Quizzes
Participation

Unit Tests
Projects

Late homework/projects will only
have 75% of the total points, except I
receive excuse notes from your home.

All learning materials and
assignments are posted on Google
Classroom.
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Columbus Academy Middle School

6th Grade Choir
2018-2019 Syllabus
Mrs. Brooks, Director

Choir Goals
Acquire the musical knowledge required to correctly perform choral literature.
Practice and master correct and healthy singing.
Be open and receptive to new music, ideas, skills and people.
Create a lifelong skill and appreciation for music.
Perform to the best of our ability.

Concert Attire
Choir t-shirt, khaki pants/ skirts and shoes with a sole
We will be using the Black MS Choir T-Shirts. If you have one from last year and it still
fits – you do not need to order a new shirt. The cost is $20. Please contact Mr. Arnold,
Head of the Middle School if the cost is prohibitive.
______________________________________________________________

6th grade Choir Calendar of Events
2018-2019
Event
6-8
MS Fall Concert

Date
November 8

6-8 Spring Concert May 8

Time

Place

7pm

Theater

7PM

Theater

Columbus Academy
Middle School Health & Wellness
Teacher: Heather Gepper
E-mail: Heather_Gepper@columbusacademy.org
This course is to encourage and teach students to take responsibility for their personal health and
to develop the necessary life skills for making well-informed, positive health-related behaviors.
• Mental and Emotional Health
• Key Topics
• What is Mental and Emotional Health
• Your Self-Concept and Self-Esteem
• Complement Sheets
• Managing Stress and Emotions
• Mental and Emotional Problems
• Research Project
• Body Systems: Respiratory, Skeletal, Muscular, Digestive, Nervous,
Circulatory
• Growth & Development
• Key Topics
• Male Anatomy
• Female Anatomy
• The Life Cycle
• Nutrition
• Key Topics
• Nutrients for Good Health
• Body Image and Healthy Weight
• Maintaining Healthy Weight
• Guest Speaker: School Councilor Mrs. Zoeller on Body Image
Required Materials:
Everyday each student should bring a pocket folder, paper, textbook, and writing utensil to class.
Expectations:
Students should be on time, prepared, and respect others in the classroom. Homework and
projects must be due on time.
Evaluation:
Outstanding
Satisfactory
Unsatisfactory
Final grades are based on class participation, homework assignments, projects, and being
prepared

ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 - 2018

6TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS

Columbus
Academy
GOOGLE CLASSROOM
FOR LA RESOURCES

SONAM SHAHANI
SHAHANIS@COLUMBUSACADEMY.ORG

APRIL KRABILL
KRABILLA@COLUMBUSACADEMY.ORG

LANGUAGE ARTS
6TH GRADE

Literacy for Communication
The sixth grade language arts curriculum maintains a focus on developing and using literacy to
communicate clearly and effectively with others. Through an integrated study of reading, writing,
grammar, and vocabulary, students will engage in project-based learning using Design Thinking
principles to apply life lessons from texts to real world problems.
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 - 2018

6TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS

Skills

Grading Scale

By the end of sixth grade, students will be able to:
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is
conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

Reading

35%

Writing

35%

Vocabulary

20%

Grammar

15%

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone
Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and
relevant evidence.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or
events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and
well-structured event sequences.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Materials
novel/articles of study
composition notebook
pencils/pens
iPad

Quarter 1: The Mighty Miss
Malone & No Place

Novels of Study

Quarter 2: (Choice Reading) The
House of the Scorpion, Cinder,
Firefly Code, City of Ember
Quarter 3: Short Stories
Quarter 4: Everlost
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Dr. Franz J. Gruber
E-mail address: Franz_Gruber@columbusacademy.org

Latin 6
SENATUS
POPULUSQUE
ROMANUS

SPQR

Salvete Omnes!
Course Description:
This course serves as an introduction to the Latin language, Roman history, Roman
culture, and classical mythology. Integral part of the course is a training in English
word power and etymology.
You are expected to be organized: you need to hand in your homework in Google
Classroom.
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The assignments will be posted on the Latin 6 Google
Classroom app. You are expected to memorize all new
vocabulary (using flashcards or quizlet, etc.). You will
need to read out loud all the Latin that you encounter
in this course. I will record some of it on Anchor
Radio (podcast) and share with you. During the course
of the year you will also build up your portfolio,
collecting in it your presentations and projects. There
will be projects for each quarter that you will also
share with me on Google Classroom.
Textbooks:

Minimus, Starting out in Latin
The Roman Empire

Learning Ojectives:
-

By the end of Latin 6 the student should
know the vocabulary for members of the family, body parts, colors, animals, weather,
food, and some basic words about the various rooms of a Roman house
have an understanding of basic grammatical structures; these include a knowledge of
declensions, the conjugation of verbs, and some of the pronouns.
continue development of English vocabulary through Latin.
understand certain aspects of the history, culture, and life-styles of the ancient Romans.

Instructional Methods:
Our focus is on reading Latin and understanding it (translating it or text comprehension). We will
also read aloud all the Latin texts and stories. Periodically you will be
introduced to new concepts of grammar. However, the main focus of the course
is to offer you a variety of Latin texts and stories that give you an authentic and
joyful insight into the life and culture of the Roman people.
Assignments:
Homework will be assigned and reviewed regularly. Homework is an
essential part of your life here at the Columbus Academy, and it is
essential for your success in this class. Homework counts 10% of your
quarter grade. Deductions from a student’s quarter grade will be
made for missed homework. Late homework will not be accepted for
full credit except in the case of religious holidays or illness. In case of
illness make sure you bring a written notice from your parents or
doctor. All the assignments will be posted on2Google Classroom.

Classroom Behavior and Classroom Management:
It is expected that you participate constructively and actively in the classroom. Your classroom
participation (in conjunction with your homework) will make up 20% of your overall grade in
this class.

Books (textbook and activity book) and IPad:
I expect that you attend class with your textbook and with your tabula electronica.
Quizzes, Tests, and Projects:
There will be dictations, as well as vocabulary quizzes, and tests. Make-ups for a quiz or test
must be completed prior to the next quiz or test, unless the student has made arrangements with
me. Projects on a variety of topics (Roman Persona) are 50p.

Grade Calculations: will be based on the following:
Participation, Homework
20%
Ability to read Latin
Quizzes:
Tests
All Projects and Presentations:

50p
20p – 40p
100p
50p

Grading Scale: This grading scale is listed in the student handbook (p. 9).
A+ 97-100%
B+ 87-89%
C+ 77-79%
D+ 67-69%
A 93-96%
B 83-86%
C 73-76%
D 63-66%
A-90-92%
B- 80-82%
C- 70-72%
D- 60-62%

“Bona Fortuna!”
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* Math 6 *
Thinking, Doing, and Solving
Katie Castle, katie_castle@columbusacademy.org
castlek@columbusacademy.org

The following topics are what you can
expect to cover this year:

Grades will come from the following
categories. You will be expected to come
to math class with an open mind - ready to
learn, participate, and have fun!

Fractional Computations
Decimal Computations

!

Rates/Ratios

CLASS
ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS
— 40%
— “Check
Ins”
— Team Explorations
TESTS — 35%
— Projects
QUIZZES
— Tests——15%
— Class Work——10%
HOMEWORK

Solving Equations and Inequalities
Graphing on a Coordinate Grid
Budgeting/Percents
Geometry
Computations with Integers
Exponents and Roots
Data Analysis and Measures of Center
Problem Solving

Fun projects and activities to look forward to….

!

March Math-ness
“Egg baby” budgeting project
Cookie Project
Geometry Skits
Popcorn Jeopardy
If you are confused or need additional help, my
door is always open! Looking forward to a great
year!
MATH 6

Math-can-trash-ket-ball
Commercials
!1

Columbus Academy 6-8 Grade Orchestra Syllabus
Mr. Wong
2018 – 2019
th

Welcome to Middle School Orchestra! I look forward to leading an orchestra where we can both
perform at a high level and also learn and grow as students and musicians. I expect each student
to use what is learned in class and practice at home to further his or her playing ability and
knowledge of intonation, rhythm, musicality, dynamic range, and many other fundamental
musical ideas.
Our performances will be three to five pieces per concert, two concerts per year with the
possibility of going to a contest. These pieces will vary stylistically, ranging from classical or
romantic movements, to pop/rock tunes. Students will be graded by submitting recordings of
themselves playing excerpts from these pieces or performing in class. Students will be notified
ahead of time of sections that need to be recorded so that proper practice time can be allotted.
Scales, exercises or etudes, and writing assignments will also be used to grade students on
musical fundamentals. These fundamentals will be taught in class, but having a private teacher is
highly recommended. A list of recommended teachers will be provided. Mr. Wong will also be
available for assistance outside of class time. It is encouraged that you seek assistance outside of
class.
Extra credit may be obtained by going to an approved concert, handing in a program, and writing
a response to the concert, with observations, likes or dislikes, and other ideas regarding the
performance. This will count during the quarter that the performance was attended. Approved
events include the Columbus Symphony Orchestra, ProMusica Chamber Orchestra, Chamber
Music Columbus, Opera Project Columbus, or The New Albany Symphony. Any other
performing groups should be approved by Mr. Wong. Please feel free to attend as many concerts
as you are able. Extra credit is unlimited and attending concerts is highly encouraged!
Grading Policies
A grading rubric is included in this packet. Please go over it with your child. If a student is
doing everything he or she is asked to do but not going above and beyond, an “S+” should be the
expected grade. A grade of “Outstanding” is reserved for truly exceptional achievement. Grades
of “Satisfactory” mean that the student is familiar with the material but is not putting in the effort
needed to progress at an acceptable rate. Grades of “S-“ or “U” indicate that intervention is
required. Most 7 & 8 Grade playing tests will be done using an iPad. Some tests will occur
during class.
th

th

Grading Scale
25% Daily Participation (having music, instrument, supplies, pencil, being on time
and prepared, having good rehearsal technique/behavior)
25% Evaluation (playing, written tests)
25% Practice (there is no practice log, though weekly assignments will go out- this category will
be evaluated during class)

25% Performance Participation (In a quarter without a concert, this category will not count,
leaving the other 3 categories counting as 33% each.)
***In quarters without performances, that category will be excluded in grading.
Attendance Policy
Orchestra is a team sport. Good attendance is strictly enforced to ensure that we are performing
our very best. Without good attendance during rehearsals, or personal practice, we have
insufficient information to create the ideal concert.
Performance Dates for the Middle School ensembles are as follows:
Nov. 14
Feb. 10
Apr. 9
Apr. 13
May 1
May 17/18

Orchestra Concert 5-12
MS Stringsfest
5/6 Coffeehouse Concert
MS OMEA S&E Contest
MS/US Orchestra Concert.
8th Music

7pm
12:00-4:00
7:00 PM
All Day
7pm
Amusement Park Trip all day

Please add these dates to your family’s calendar. Orchestra members are required to be present
for all concerts/performances. Mr. Wong needs to be notified of excused absences two weeks
before a performance. This is to ensure that an appropriate substitution can be made so the rest of
the ensemble is not affected. Academy excused absences are:
•
•
•
•

Illness of the student on day of performance
Death in the family
Religious Observance
An emergency situation requiring immediate attention

If the student’s absence is excused, the missed performance will have to be made up. Because it
is impossible to recreate the setting of a concert the student will make up the missed performance
by writing a 1-2 page research paper on a topic that is relevant to the concert music performed
and is assigned by Mr. Wong.
If the student’s absence is unexcused no make-up will be offered. There are no exceptions.
Fall Concert Dress
Girls: Black slacks or skirt, white blouse, black dress shoes (skirt must be at least knee-length or
student will be sent home)
Boys: Black slacks, white button-down shirt, black dress shoes, black socks. Tie is optional.
***No T-Shirts, Jeans, or Tennis Shoes, please.

Columbus Academy Physical Education
The primary goal of our physical education program is to engage students of all ability levels in physical activity.
Classes are designed to include components of physical fitness and skill-building exercises. Emphasis will be
placed on individual improvement and the practice of good sportsmanship. It is our belief that with proper
instruction and motivation, students can increase their skill level, participate with a healthy blend of competition
and cooperation, and develop an intrinsic motivation to stay fit and active well throughout their lives. Ultimately,
our goal is to become the fittest, strongest 6th graders on earth!
Teacher: Mr. Robin Miller

millerr@columbusacademy.org

The Physical Education department at Columbus Academy aims to provide opportunities for students to learn
skills that will enable them to create a healthy lifestyle. The acquisition of physical skill and knowledge provides
a foundation for enjoyment of physical activity, fosters social development and promotes a physically active
lifestyle.
Our curriculum is centered on three key teaching components:
1.
Development of movement skills and overall fitness
2.
Conceptual development of games and sport
3.
Development of social skills
Development of movement skills and overall fitness:
Physical education is based on movement and activity. Students need to learn motor skills and understand the
fundamentals of movement. Students need to understand what physical fitness is and how they can improve
and maintain their overall fitness. In the elementary PE the student’s primary focus is on physical skill
development and enjoyment gained through physical activity. We introduce skills and fitness concepts at age
appropriate levels with our main emphasis on personal growth. In the middle school, participation in PE
continues to develop motor skills and fitness concepts with a higher level of difficulty, while also providing
many opportunities for social interaction and group membership. In upper school we currently encourage
students to seek skill and fitness development in interscholastic athletics. We would like to explore additional
paths to help our high school students engage in life-long activities that promote health, skill acquisition,
general fitness and socialization.
Conceptual development of games and sport:
PE games and sport require students to use not only their bodies when executing skills, but their minds as well.
Teaching the concepts behind the physical outcome empowers students to perform skills at a higher level
because they understand how to control certain aspects of the skill environment. Students learn to manipulate
the speed, force and timing of skills. When playing games and sports, students must also use their minds to
implement strategies and understand rules in order to have a successful outcome.
Development of social skills:
Physical education provides a unique setting to foster social skill development. Students learn appropriate
social behaviors by working both independently and with others during activity. Concepts covered at every
grade level to varying degrees are: how to provide positive leadership, how to follow, how to work together as a
team, cooperation skills, positive communication skills, respect for others of all abilities and good
sportsmanship skills. Social skill development is an integral part of the PE curriculum as it greatly affects every
students experience in PE.
Student’s grades are based on participation, preparation (having PE uniform and shoes), attitude, and
performance/improvement.
2 dress cuts (2 days without proper PE uniform & footwear) = 1 drop in grade (i.e. ‘O’ to an ‘S+’ or ‘S’ to an ‘S-‘)

Sixth Grade Physical Education
Physical education in sixth grade introduces students to a variety of team sports. Students are able to take the
basic concepts learned in elementary PE and apply them to sport specific activities. The major points of
emphasis for all units is heavy skill development, which in turn is incorporated into small lead up games. When
applicable, basic game strategies are introduced and highlighted through modified games. Physical fitness
remains a constant in daily activities and students are encouraged to take ownership of their personal fitness.
Goals and Objectives:
1. To refine and improve eye-hand-foot coordination skills.
2. To gain body control through competitive activities
3. To participate in activities and games safely
4. To improve/maintain personal physical fitness.
5. To learn fundamental game concepts of competitive sports.
6. To demonstrate good citizenship in class and games.
7. To have fun!
Unit:

Skills and Activities:

Unit:

Skills and Activities:

Physical Fitness

Upper body Strength
Abdominal Strength
Speed and Agility
Cardiovascular Endurance
Flexibility

Basketball

Ball Handling Skills
Dribbling
Passing
Shooting
Mini Games

Soccer

Dribbling
Passing/Receiving
Footwork
Heading
Shooting on Goal
Goaltending
Modified Games

Volleyball

Rotation and Scoring
Set, Pass, Spike
Underhand and Hit Serve
Modified Games
Games

Swimming

Review Strokes
Lap Swims
Safety Jumps
Treading Water
Kick Board Exercises
Relays
Water Basketball and Polo

Fitness

Heart Rate - Target/Max.
Circuit Training
Ladders

Tumbling

Rolls
Tripod and Tip-Up
Cartwheels & Round-offs
Hand and head Stand
Balance Beam and Vault
Individual Routines

Track and Field

Shot Put and Discus
High and Long Jump
Relays
Hurdles
Starting Blocks

Lacrosse

Throwing
Catching
Shooting
Mini- Competitions

Field Hockey

Stick Control
Passing/Receiving
Dodging
Shooting on Goal
Modified Games

Football

Passing and Receiving
Kicking – Punt and Place Kick
Routes
Defensive Concepts
Modified Games

Wrestling

Basic Holds
Escapes
Reversal
Ride Out
Individual Competition

Tennis

Grip/Stance
Forehand and Backhand
Serve
Volley
Singles and Doubles Play
Mini-Games Stance

Floor Hockey

Stick Handling
Passing/ Shooting
Games
Game Strategies

Pre-Algebra
Teacher:

Mr. Chuck Simpson
E-mail: simpsonc@columbusacademy.org (preferred)

Text:

Pre-Algebra – McDougal Littell 2005

Supplies:

1) Pencils or blue/black pens
2) Stylus
3) Binder/Folder to keep handouts/assessments
4) Lined paper for notes, if not using iPad
5) Scientific Calculator – iPad as calculator, not permitted during testing
5) Graph paper (second semester) - if not using iPad

Course Highlights by UNIT:
1) Data Collections and Analysis
•
•
•

Organize data using a variety of methods
Understand graphs and charts
Analyze data to make conclusions

2) Algebra and Rational Numbers:
•
•
•

Fractions, Ratios and Proportions
Percents
Probability

3) Linear Equations, Inequalities and Functions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Multi-Step Equations
Multi-Step Inequalities
Story Problems
Understanding Slope
Graphing Linear Equations/Inequalities
Finding Equations of Lines
Comparing Linear Equations/Inequalities

Solving Systems of Equations

Homework: Homework will be given daily and should take 15 – 25 minutes to complete. If a
student fails to complete a homework assignment, s/he will be asked to complete a “Missing
Work Slip” for the day and receive a 0% for that assignment. If the student turns in the
completed assignment by the next class meeting, 50% of the earned points will be rewarded.
If a student is absent from class, s/he is expected to check Moodle for any
notes/assignments. Students will have as many days as they are absent to
make up an assignment/set up an appointment for a tutorial. Remember:
Moodle, Moodle, Moodle!

Daily Routine: We will go over the previous night’s homework each day, and discuss
problems or issues related to the assignment, as needed. Students should expect to take notes
covering each new lesson, complete with sample problems, on a daily basis. If time permits,
students will have the opportunity to begin their homework in class.

Tests and Quizzes: Tests and quizzes will be given throughout each Unit. Quizzes will
cover one or two concepts and be very general in nature; tests will cover a variety of topics from
the current unit and will pose more in-depth questions. All tests and quizzes will be announced
at least one week in advance and will be put on the 7th grade calendar.
I will try to schedule a review day before every test. If a student is absent for the review day,
s/he will still be expected to take the test when s/he returns to school. Likewise, if a student
misses a scheduled test, s/he will be expected to take a make-up test as soon as it can be
scheduled.
Homework Checks (Pop Quizzes) will not be announced. Students should be prepared for a brief
quiz at the beginning of each class. These quizzes will cover topics introduced in notes,
vocabulary, formulas and basic homework problems.

Participation/Preparation/Class work: Being prepared for math class means students
have all the necessary supplies, homework and assignments at the beginning of each class. If a
student needs to take time to find his/her materials (or to leave the room to go to a locker), points
will be deducted from their daily homework grade. If a student has left his/her assignment in a
locker, s/he will need to fill out a Pink Slip and turn the assignment in after class. It is also
important that students participate during class, ask questions and help one another when needed.

Extra help: Extra help will be provided to any student who wants or needs it. Flex Time is a
wonderful time for students to ask question or get extra help with their work. There will also be
opportunities during block periods for one-on-one or small group tutorials. I am also available,
by appointment, before or after school, or during lunch.

QUEST: Skills for Adolescence
Mrs. Susan M. Carter
carters@columbusacademy.org

Quest fosters the social competency skills of
responsibility, decision-making, communication,
self-confidence, and goal setting. The course is
designed to allow students to be active
participants, initiating their own learning in a
natural way that draws on their innate curiosity.
With an emphasis on interaction, students will
work together to learn concepts, practice thinking
and social skills, and discover the benefits of
cooperating toward mutual goals.

QUEST: Skills for Adolescence
Quest is one of the five Allied rotation classes.

• Class Preparation:
Each student is expected to bring his/her iPad
and a writing tool. Other supplies are provided.

• Homework:
If class time is used judiciously, outside work will
be minimal.
Contact Information:
Instructor: Susan M. Carter
Voice Mail: (614) 509-2550
E-mail: CarterS@columbusacademy.org

6th Grade

August 22, 2018

SCIENCE OVERVIEW
Ms. Gorsuch & Mrs. Keating

Topics
*Scientific Method
*Inquiry-Based Science
*Introduction to Chemistry
*Earth, Moon, & Sun
*Simple Machines
*Energy
*Introduction to Cells

Grade Breakdown
*Homework = 10%
*Classwork/Labs = 35%
*Quizzes = 20%
*Tests/Projects = 35%

Daily Materials
*iPads
*Organized science folder
*Pencil pouch
*Sharpened pencils
*Textbook
*Planners
*Paper

Contact Info

Welcome to 6th Grade Science!
Welcome to sixth grade science at The Columbus Academy. In
this overview, you will find topics that will be of interest to you
as the school year begins. Please read over each section
carefully and feel free to contact me with any questions.

Classroom Expectations
At Columbus Academy, the standards of conduct outlined in
the handbook will be followed on a daily basis. We believe the
best learning environment that can be built in the classroom is
one built on the foundation of honesty, respect, compassion,
responsibility, and fairness. If a circumstance presents itself
that goes against the expected values and standards of conduct,
it will be dealt with immediately in the proper manner.
Students will always be given the opportunity to explain their
actions first, with proper consequences to follow. It may be
likely that if a parent phone call is necessary, the student will
call the parent to report the incident, followed by a
conversation with myself.

Phone: (614) 475-2311
Email:
gorsucha@columbusacademy.
org
Science
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6th Grade

August 22, 2018

Science Folder

Quizzes, Tests, & Projects
Quizzes, tests, and/or projects
will be given throughout each
unit to assess student
comprehension. Most quizzes
will be announced at least three
days in advance, however,
periodic pop quizzes may
occur. Tests will be given at the
end of each unit and will be
announced approximately five
days before the test. Typically,
a quiz/test alert will be
provided before each test,

listing topics/labs/etc. to
review. Rubrics will be
provided for projects.

Labs
A major part of science consists
of performing experiments and
incorporating the scientific
method. Labs will primarily be
conducted inside the
classroom, while many will
involve work outdoors. Grades
will come from lab reports and
hand-outs that correlate with
the lab being conducted. It is
very important for students to
cooperatively participate in
each experiment so they can
apply their knowledge to postlab assignments and
assessments. Also, it is crucial
for students to follow lab safety
rules when completing lab
experiments.

Science

Prior to going primarily “paperless” with the iPads, students
will be asked to designate one folder to science. Students will
place all science notes, homework assignments, class
assignments, lab reports, quizzes, and tests in this folder. This
folder will serve as an easy, accessible resource for your child
and allow us to refer to any material throughout each quarter.
With the iPads, students will create a science folder in their
Google Drive, where they will organize their “paperwork.”
Students are not to dispose of or keep any papers at home until
instructed by the teacher. As a class, we will reorganize the
folders at the end of each quarter.

Homework
Homework is an important part of your child’s school
experience. Keep in mind that homework is always an
extension of the day’s lesson. Please feel free to help your child,
but allow them to do the thinking. Homework is one way to
assess student progress and understanding. It is very important
that all homework be completed on time. Homework is
expected to be completed neatly and may be subject to be
redone per teacher discretion. It will be the student’s
responsibility to make sure all assignments are turned in. Some
homework assignments are collected and graded for accuracy.
These papers will be given a numerical score and a letter grade.
Other homework assignments that are not collected, but
checked for completion are gone over immediately in class. For
these assignments, a score of 4 points will be awarded to
students who have completed the entire homework, 2 points
for homework that was half completed, and 0 points for
incomplete homework. Considering that answers are
immediately reviewed, there is not a make-up option for these
types of assignments.
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Planners & Google Classroom
Student planners are very important and are required for every class, as well as to and from school
each day. Within science class, we will go over the daily homework assignment(s) and list them on
the board. It is the student’s responsibility to copy the assignment(s) exactly as they are written
on the board. Daily assignments will, also, be posted on each student’s Google Classroom page.
FLEX time is another great opportunity for students to double-check their planners. Please
check your child’s planner nightly.

Confirmation
My child and I have reviewed, discussed, and understand Ms. Gorsuch's & Mrs. Keating’s Science
Overview. Please return this form by _____________________.
Note: If you would like to conserve paper, parents, you are welcome to send me an email verifying
that you and your child have read the overview. Please COPY & PASTE the information listed
below to include within the email. Thank you!
Section your child has science: ____________
Student Signature: _______________________________________________
Parent Signature: ________________________________________________

Science
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SOCIAL STUDIES
Mr. Matthew Carter & Mrs. Susan Carter

Email: CarterM@columbusacademy.org and CarterS@columbusacademy.org

Homework
Twenty minutes of
homework is assigned
regularly which is to be
completed and turned in
when assigned.
Quizzes
These will be announced
and unannounced
throughout each grading
period. Additional
resources will be posted
online to aid students in
their preparation.
Projects
Individual and group
projects will be assigned
throughout the year. All
projects will include at
least one weekend for
completion, and will be
evaluated according to a
given rubric.

Global Studies: Ancient Civilizations

Course Overview
Sixth Grade Social Studies explores the world. We will
investigate the following essential questions: How civilizations
began? What are the economic, political and social influences?
What are the unique characteristics and accomplishments of
various ancient civilizations? What has been inherited from
earlier civilizations? How can we apply this to our lives?
Particular attention is given to how governments and legal
systems developed, and how people made use of their limited
resources. Various activities and simulations, many utilizing
technology, are geared to make the concepts relevant to the
students. Students will develop the skills of critical- thinking,
public speaking, reading, writing, research and collaboration.
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Areas of Study:

Textbooks
-The Ancient World:
Pearson Education Inc,
2003
-The Ancient Egyptian
World: Oxford University
Press, 2005
-The Ancient Greek World:
Oxford University Press,
2005

Ancient Civilizations: Formation of cities and importance of
agriculture
Archaeology: How to make Inferences, How to prepare a site, How
to excavate
The Fertile Crescent: Mesopotamia, Babylonia, and Assyria,
Mediterranean Civilizations
Indus River Valley Civilization: Location, economy, government
and evolution
Ancient Egypt and Nubia: The Nile River, Egyptian Kings and
Queens, Egyptian Religion and Culture, and mummification and
burial
Ancient Greece: Rise of Greeks, Greek religion/mythology,
Philosophy, Literature, Daily life, Olympics, War, Spread of Greek
culture, Democracy, City-states
Ancient Rome: Development of civilization in Italy, Roman
Republic, Empires, War, Daily life, Religion/mythology, and the Fall
of Rome, Emperors, Architecture, Achievements
Middle Ages: Barbarians, Feudalism, Rise of cities, Crusades, Daily
life, Kings and rulers, Islam, Christianity, Black Death, Medicine,
Modern day equivalents

-The Ancient Roman World:
Oxford University Press,
2005
-Medieval Times to Today:
Pearson Educational Inc,
2003

Preparation
Each student is expected to keep a social studies section in
his/her notebook. Each student is also responsible for
bringing his/her text, paper, charged iPad and writing utensil
to every class.

Global Studies: Ancient Civilizations

\
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ESPAÑOL 6
Emails: halla@columbusacademy.org and whiten@columbusacademy.org
Profesora Hall Office C205
Profesora White Office C103

LEARNING A LANGUAGE IS A MESSY PROCESS!
ESPAÑOL 6 LEARNING TARGETS

COMPETENCY BASED
GRADING
Students will be assessed on the 4 standard
competencies of Language Learning. Additionally,
students will also have a work habits category that will
include participation, class activities, and some
homework assignments.

• INTERPRETIVE LISTENING - I can sustain short, meaningful conversations in
which I can obtain information, express feelings and / or opinions in culturally
appropriate ways.
• INTERPRETIVE READING- I can read authentic texts and be able to understand
the main idea and some supporting details.

Reading
Writing
Listening
Speaking

• INTERPERSONAL SPEAKING - I can have conversations about my family,
friends, and school environment.
• PRESENTATIONAL WRITING - I can present information, concepts, ideas, and
viewpoints on a variety of topics to varied
audiences.

25%
25%
15%
15%

What do I need to be successful for class?

EXPECTATIONS
‣ Class will be conducted in Spanish at least 90% of
the time. In order to learn to communicate in
Spanish, you must listen, read, write and speak
in Spanish as much as possible.
‣ We will do our own work. This means we will not
use online translators. Use wordreference.com.
‣ The goal is to move forward in our proficiency, so
if you are absent, it is your responsibility to
make up missing work.
‣ We will have a supportive and positive learning
environment where everyone helps each other to
learn and grow.

‣ Your charged iPad & Set of Headphones
‣Your own audience to use your Spanish - friend, Twitter, Skype, Xbox, family
member, someone to talk to!

‣A positive attitude - EVERYONE can learn a language

Spanish 6 Learning Topics

-

Greetings and Farewells
Describing self, friends, and family
Expressing emotions and opinions
Leisure time activities
School life
Traveling and making travel plans
The culture and history of various
Spanish- speaking communities from
around the world.

Sra. Wienhold (c) 2017 - misclaseslocas.blogspot.com

‣ Great Websites to Visit for Learning Spanish:
‣ People en Español
‣ Univision
‣ DuoLingo
‣ FluentU
‣ Rockalingua
‣ ESPN Deportes
‣ Telemundo Deportes
‣ La Musica

One language sets you in a
corridor for life. Two
languages open every door
along the way.
- Frank Smith

Sra. Wienhold (c) 2017 - misclaseslocas.blogspot.com

Sixth Grade Study Skills

2018-19

Mrs. Carolyn O’Brien
Office: C109
Classes held in room C102
obrienc@columbusacademy.org
Purpose:
As a means of positioning our newest Middle School students for continued academic success,
the Sixth Grade Study Skills Class is designed to help sixth graders become aware of their own
metacognition as we survey different approaches to
reading, organizing, and studying. In this Allied course,
several essential questions will be answered:
•What exactly are study skills?
•What are some ways that I can become more
organized?
•How can I prepare efficiently and effectively for
assessments?
•What part does reading play in my study skills
repertoire?
•Are there different types of intelligences?
Materials Needed:
● Student binder
● Student planner
● iPad
● Pens/pencils
● Study Skills folder (provided)

Class Format: During class, we will begin with an organization check-in, and then focus on a
particular study strategy. For a portion of some of our classes, we will practice a particular study
approach using student textbooks, homework, or upcoming projects as a means to reinforce
study strategies.
Homework: Assignments will vary, depending on the topics explored during the quarter.
Participation in these assignments and timeliness in the completion of the task will factor into
each student’s final grade in this course. All homework assignments will be posted on Google
Classroom. Students in Study Skills 6-1 may join Google Classroom page by using the
code osjx6ii

Grading for Study Skills: As an Allied Class, Study Skills is graded on an O, S, or U basis.
Students earn their grades based on the following:
•Attendance (including being on time for each class)
•Class participation and engagement
•Evidence of attempts to use the strategies taught
•Class preparation (bringing the required materials to
each class)
•Quality of in-class reflection assignments
•Quality and timeliness of homework assignments
completed on Google Classroom

This class will provide students with valuable insights about their own learning,
varying methods to employ as they actively read and study, and helpful strategies
to stay organized. I look forward to our learning adventure together!

Technology 6
In sixth grade, the kids in PE together are also in Tech class together. We will meet once a
rotation. Please, contact me as soon as possible if you are absent or know you’ll be out. It
will be very important to stay on track.
Some days, we will not have much time for TTL during class. There may be times that the
typing practice is homework. Contact me if it is not accessible at home, and we will make
other arrangements. In class, we will go over how to access TTL outside of school.
Here are some items we will be covering this year in class:
Discussions: LibGuide, Digital Footprint, Internet Safety, Social Media
Projects: Digital Footprint, Photoshop, Excel, LEGO Movie Maker, iMovie, Comic
Typing: TTL (Sunburst - Type to Learn 4), Big Brown Bear, and more
Class expectations:
Be on time
Have supplies: pen/pencil, planner, iPad, earbuds
Complete homework
TTL outside of class time – when assigned
No food in class
Sign out laptops
Ask before leaving
Grading:

O
S+
S
SProjects
TTL WPM
Homework Completion
Participation/Behavior

U

… at the end of each semester

I’m looking forward to our projects and working through TTL to improve typing skills to
make typing future projects and assignments easier.

Mrs. Faciana

