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Literacy in the Lower School




Our Mission:

In the Lower School,
our goalis to
create and foster

a LOVE of reading!




Reading Wheel

M Thinking Within the Text

flexible o
problems or
3 .
Remembering important
information

and
canying it forward.

® Thinking About the Text ). o

B Thinking Beyond the Text




Lower
School

Divisions
g

Early Childhood

Explorers, PreK and
Kindergarten

Lower Elementary
Grades 1-2

Upper Elementary
Grades 3-5

Child Study Team

Reading Support at School
and ldeas for Supporting
Reading at Home




Early

Childhood

Explorers, PreK and
Kindergarten




Listen to Stories
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Components

Letterland Whole Group

E_:’.Lexm Diverse literature Free Choice &
Explicit lessons Small Group with focused Responding to
and songs on talking points, Readi
each letter and h q , lessons to practice eading
their sound(s) 'ns:ccruec’f‘tounaelrlzsvels talking about Phonetic spelling,
and handwriting ! | books and what individualized,

. X and learning . conference with
Instruction specific skills we are reading teacher

Leveled books at




Kindergarten:

Phohics
Practice \

How 1o Move from
One Spot 1o Another

Walk quickly,
but do not run.

Use a O level voice. @
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Keep your hands and 9
feet in your own Space. ,%59
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Ways to Choose Books
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Minilessons
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How to Use the Pictures |
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Look carefully at the pictures.

Think about whcﬂ' is happening
in the picture.
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Tell the story!
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Some+times you feel like
a churac+er in a book.
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Lower

Elementary

Grades 1 & 2




Phonics
Practi

Manaaemen’r

l_i+erary
Analygis

V\lr‘i’rina About

/

Keadina



Components

Whole Small Group
Group e Leveled books

WhO'G e Working on specific Reflection

Short, concise, skills

purposeful lessons Group e Written

that provide practical e Diverse response to

application selection of a specific
books text
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LEVEL2 A Doy ot the Beach
LEVEL3 A Saow Doy in the City
LEVEL4  The Amazon Ronforest

Grade 2

LEVEL10 An English Garden

LEVELT  The Swiss Alps

LEVEL1S The Great Barrier Reef

LEVEL 16 A Howoiian Parodise

GradeS | Graded | Grade 3

READING

Lexia® Core5® Reading
is an adaptive blended
learning program that
accelerates the
development of literacy
skills for students of all
abilities, helping them
make that critical shif+
From learning to read
to reading to learn.




Upper

tlementary

Grades 3-5




Components

Whole Small Group

Group e Leveled books .
Short, concise, Whole e Working on specific Reflection

purposeful lessons Group skills e Written

that provide practical e Diverse response to

application selection of a specific
books text




Novel Units
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independent
Practice

I_i+er'ar'y
Analyeics
Minilessons

A"::v.r the Question
SRTer a0d state it in  compiote

Question:

Why did Poppy agree to meet Mr. Ocax
face to face?

Poppy agreed to meet Mr. Ocax face to
face beenuse when Poppy saw Mr.
Ocax, “What fun it would be to
humiliate him. Just the idea of it
brought a feeling of power.” She was
thinking too highly of making fun of
Mr. Ocax.

(Pg.138)

Sharina
About
Readina
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Restate

Use all
create @
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RAGS Lo ameton

§ ite
Useevl_demeﬁantfemmappalm

Explaln

Explein how the toxt evidence supports your

words from the question
sentence.

Finaling Text Evidence
to Suppor’r our
Thinkina

— Analygis

V\/r'H-ina About
Keadiha

I_H-erar‘y

The plot usually includes a beginning, a problem, a series of events,
and high point, a solution, and an ending.

The snakes are
causing problems for
the animals and

Rikki-tikki saves the boy and kills
the cobra.

Lsotution ]
humans. ) -
The other cobra is
about to attack

the boy.

Rikki-tikki attacks
one cobra and
bites the tops off
the cobra eggs.

Rikki-tikki hears
the cobra’s plan to |
harm the people.

Cobras never come
Cobras kill a baby back again.
e (o]

/
A family finds and
cares for Rikki-tikki. m



Child Study

Team (CST)
Reading Support




Reading Support at
S h I One-on-one and small
cnoo group lessons

e Support for students Frequency is dependent
who are not reading at on heed

benchmark or are

showing the need for Pull-out and push-in

additional supportin

support
literacy skills PP

Goal is short term
support to remediate
areas of need

Classroom teachers and
Support Specialists
work together to
identify areas of need




Engaging
Readers at
Home



Ways to Encourage
Reading

Make reading a regular
activity in your home

Read with and to your
child

Read favorite books over
and over

Allow your child think
time when reading

Partner read with your
child - you read a page,
I'll read a page

Visit the library with
your child

Listen to audiobooks
together

Talk about what you are
reading and what your
child is reading




Encourage Beginning
Reading Strategies

Does it look right?

You said ‘puppy”, but the word
starts with a D.

Does it make sense?

Does the word you read make
sense in the context of the
sentence/story? Can you think
of a word that would make
sense?

Can the picture help?

Use the picture for clues. The
word starts with a C, is there
something on the page that
starts with a C?

Get your mouth ready
for the first sound

Skip it, then try again

Read past the word to the end
of the end of the sentence.
Now try it again.




Talk to your child
about what they are
reading

e Activate prior
knowledge about
the topic

e Make connections

e Make predictions

Ask questions
Make inferences
Talk about the
print

Talk about the
iLlustrations
Visualize




Talk about what you learned in
this book/ what happened in the
9+or'y.

Tak about what the book made

you think of, other books, your

experiences?

Tolk about what you liked obout
this book. Talk about what you
didn'+ like.

What happened First in the story?
Next? Last?
What is the genre of the book you
read? How do you know?
Show me c;ome+hinﬂ that was new or
«;urpr‘ieing.
What do you know about the
character?
Show me a poge where the pictures or
photos helped you understand the
words or to understand what was
going on in the 9+or'y.

happen? How do
you khow?
Tolk about some facts you remember
about the topic. (iF the book is
hon-Fiction)




Keadlng Rockets
(readingrocke’rs.or‘ﬁ)
National Center on
Improving Literacy
(improvinglﬁeracy.org)
Teach Mama
(teachmama.com)
PBS for Parents

( pbs org/parents)
International Dyslexia
Association

( dyslexiaida.orﬁ)



https://www.readingrockets.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://teachmama.com/
https://www.pbs.org/parents
https://dyslexiaida.org/

