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In the Lower School, 
our goal is to 

create and foster 
a LOVE of reading!

Our Mission:

Finding a 

relaxing spot 

to read in the 

classroom!



Reading Wheel

Thinking About the Text

Thinking Beyond the Text

Thinking Within the Text



Lower 

School 

Divisions

Early Childhood

01 Explorers, PreK and 
Kindergarten

Lower Elementary

02 Grades 1-2

Upper Elementary

03 Grades 3-5

Child Study Team

04
Reading Support at School 
and Ideas for Supporting 
Reading at Home



Early 

Childhood

01

Explorers, PreK and 
Kindergarten



Explorers 

and PreK:

Language-Based Activities

Playi
ng w

ith 

Soun
ds a

nd 

WordsPhonemic 
Awareness

Environmental Print

Listen to Stories

Concepts 
of Print





Components

Phonics

Guided 

Reading

Interactive

Read Aloud

&

Minilessons

Writing

Letterland 

& Lexia

Explicit lessons 
and songs on 

each letter and 
their sound(s) 

and handwriting 
instruction

Whole Group

Diverse literature 
with focused 

talking points, 
lessons to practice 

talking about 
books and what 
we are reading

Small Group

Leveled books at 
the students’ 

instructional levels 
and learning 
specific skills

Free Choice & 

Responding to 

Reading

Phonetic spelling, 
individualized,

conference with 
teacher 



Kindergarten:

Management

Writing About 
Reading

Minilessons

Phonics 
Practice



Lower 

Elementary

02

Grades 1 & 2



1st  

Grade:

Management

Writing About 
Reading

Literary 
Analysis 
Minilessons

Phonics 
Practice



Components

Mini-

Lessons
Interactive

Read 

Aloud

Guided

Reading

Writing

Whole 

Group

● Short, concise, 
purposeful lessons 
that provide practical 
application

Small Group

● Leveled books
● Working on specific 

skills
Whole 

Group

● Diverse 
selection of 
books

Reflection

● Written 
response to 
a specific 
text



2nd 

Grade:

Management

Writing About 
Reading

Literary 
Analysis 
Minilessons

Student 
Resources



Lexia® Core5® Reading 
is an adaptive blended 
learning program that 
accelerates the 
development of literacy 
skills for students of all 
abilities, helping them 
make that critical shift 
from learning to read 
to reading to learn.



Upper 

Elementary

03

Grades 3-5



Components

Mini-

Lessons
Interactive

Read Aloud

Guided

Reading

Writing

Whole 

Group

● Short, concise, 
purposeful lessons 
that provide practical 
application

Small Group

● Leveled books
● Working on specific 

skills
Whole 

Group

● Diverse 
selection of 
books

Reflection

● Written 
response to 
a specific 
text



Novel Units

Third
Fifth

Fourth

Book 
Clubs!



3rd 

Grade:

Finding Text Evidence 
to Support our 
Thinking

Writing About 
Reading

Literary 
Analysis 
Minilessons

Independent 
Practice



4th 

Grade:

Literary 
Analysis 
Minilessons

Independent 
Practice

Writing About Reading

Finding 
Text 
Evidence 
to 
Support 
our 
Thinking

Sharing 
About 
Reading



5th 

Grade:

Finding Text Evidence 
to Support our 
Thinking

Writing About 
Reading

Literary 
Analysis 
Minilessons

Independent 
Practice



Child Study 

Team (CST)

Reading Support

04



Reading Support at 

School

● Support for students 
who are not reading at 
benchmark or are 
showing the need for 
additional support in 
literacy skills

● Classroom teachers and 
Support Specialists 
work together to 
identify areas of need

● One-on-one and small 
group lessons

● Frequency is dependent 
on need

● Pull-out and push-in 
support

● Goal is short term 
support to remediate 
areas of need 



Engaging  

Readers at 

Home



Ways to Encourage 

Reading

● Make reading a regular 
activity in your home

● Read with and to your 
child

● Read favorite books over 
and over

● Allow your child think 
time when reading

● Partner read with your 
child - you read a page, 
I’ll read a page

● Visit the library with 
your child

● Listen to audiobooks 
together

● Talk about what you are 
reading and what your 
child is reading



Encourage Beginning 

Reading Strategies

Does it look right?

You said ‘puppy”, but the word 
starts with a D.

Does it make sense?

Does the word you read make 
sense in the context of the 
sentence/story? Can you think 
of a word that would make 
sense?

Can the picture help?

Use the picture for clues.  The 
word starts with a C, is there 
something on the page that 
starts with a C?

Skip it, then try again

Read past the word to the end 
of the end of the sentence.  
Now try it again.

Get your mouth ready 

for the first sound



Talk to your child 

about what they are 

reading

● Activate prior 
knowledge about 
the topic

● Make connections
● Make predictions

● Ask questions
● Make inferences
● Talk about the 

print
● Talk about the 

illustrations
● Visualize



● Talk about what you learned in 
this book/ what happened in the 
story.

● Talk about what the book made 
you think of; other books, your 
experiences?

● Talk about what you liked about 
this book.  Talk about what you 
didn’t like.

O
pen 

ended 

questio
ns 

to
 a

sk:

● What happened first in the story?  
Next? Last?

● What is the genre of the book you 
read?  How do you know?

● Show me something that was new or 
surprising.

● What do you know about the 
character?

● Show me a page where the pictures or 
photos helped you understand the 
words or to understand what was 
going on in the story.

● Why did _______ happen?  How do 
you know?

● Talk about some facts you remember 
about the topic. (if the book is 
non-fiction) 



● Reading Rockets 
(readingrockets.org)

● National Center on 
Improving Literacy 
(improvingliteracy.org)

● Teach Mama
(teachmama.com)

● PBS for Parents
(pbs.org/parents)

● International Dyslexia 
Association 
(dyslexiaida.org)

W
ebsite

s 

and 

Resources 

to
 E

xplo
re

https://www.readingrockets.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://teachmama.com/
https://www.pbs.org/parents
https://dyslexiaida.org/

