
BEHIND

We are pleased to share this Donor Impact Report for the 2021-22 school year.
Every gift to Columbus Academy tells a story of confidence, kindness and promise for 

the future.  It is our honor to share these stories of philanthropy with you.

every gift
is a story



Columbus Academy could not exist without the dependable 
contributions of alumni, parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, 
and friends who participate in the Annual Fund every single 
year.  These many loyal donors participate at whatever level 
is comfortable and personally meaningful—and we are 
grateful for every single gift.

Key to the future of our school is the legacy of Academy 
alumni who give back in support of today’s faculty and 
students. From an early age, Academy students learn the 
importance of service and support for others, and we are 
honored when our graduates, like Kate Denmead ’93, the 
school’s longest tenured alumna donor, support CA every 
year after graduating.  

“Giving back was instilled in me from an early age, and I am 
grateful for my two years at Academy,” Kate shared. “The 
classes, the skills, the sports and the community gave me 
the confidence to smoothly transition to college. I have never 
lived close to Columbus since my graduation, but I carry 
many great memories and lessons from my time there. 
Classrooms with captivating teachers who taught with 
independent creativity and imaginative lessons. My hope 
is that my contributions continue to foster teaching and 
learning for the students of today and the future.”

We are also grateful for the thoughtful gifts of parents who 
invest in Columbus Academy in addition to the sacrifice they 
are already making for tuition.  An incredible 45 families in 
the Class of 2022 did not miss a single year of Annual Fund 
participation since their family enrolled.  Their important 
gifts are all the more meaningful considering how these 
dedicated parents also contributed their time and talents to 
enrich our school community over their tenure.

Consistency is Critical

“We want more children to have the opportunities that Academy 
can provide, and often it’s participation in class trips, special 
programs, and extracurriculars that produce experiences that 
really bond us together as a community. Our gift supports those 
little extras that can mean so much to foster belonging for our 
students.”
 - Anonymous Alumnus/Current School Family

We are excited to share the story of a unique gift that 
provided opportunities for students to fully embrace the 
Academy experience.

An anonymous alumnus/current school family made a
special gift to cover fourth quarter incidentals for the 
families of the more than 130 Upper School students 
receiving tuition assistance.  

In an announcement to the families, Director of Admissions 
and Tuition Assistance, John Wuorinen ’80 said, “The 
donors’ hope—and ours—is that this gift is helpful for your 
family. Moments like this fuel my passion for this school 
and its people. As a graduate who came to Academy thanks 
to tuition assistance, I know that an act of kindness like this 
would have meant the world to my family.”

Emails of thanks poured in from the recipient families and 
were passed along to the donors. One message summed 
up the feelings of the many thank you’s received: 

John, what an amazing gift! Kindly pass along how grateful 
my family and I are. It’s unselfish deeds like these that 
constantly remind us how fortunate we are. These are 
the life lessons that I try to instill in my children when you 
are blessed—it is essential that you take the time to think 
of others and help them.  No matter how big, small or 
insignificant your act of kindness appears to be, you never 
know how much you may benefit another. This is incredible!  
I’m completely stunned and grateful for this thoughtful gift.

Gift of Belonging

“Amit and I wanted to be “all in” for everything CA, and giving 
to the Annual Fund and other fundraising campaigns was a 
way to do that and be part of the community. Both of our sons 
benefitted from new programs, new curricular offerings and 
having teachers who were continually learning more about their 
craft, so we saw the impact of our philanthropy every year. And 
even though they have now both graduated, we plan to continue 
to stay involved and give back so other families and students 
can have the same experiences.”

 - Amit and Rita Agrawal, pictured with sons, Davey ‘22,Stanford
   Class of 2026, and Ketan ‘17, Stanford Class of 2021



Opening Doors to the Academy Experience

“By the time I was a sophomore my father was experiencing 
the debilitation of Lou Gehrig’s disease. The Academy, the hard 
work the school inspired, and the support of teachers gave me 
a framework on which to build a life and provided the discipline 
with which I was able to survive and thrive, even as my family’s 
circumstances required me to become financially self-supporting 
upon graduation.”

 - Ed Wristen ‘70, Class Gift Committee Member
   Photo above: Class of 1970 serving as Honorary Captains during
   their 50th reunion celebration at Alumni Weekend in September 2021.

“We feel such a strong attachment 
to CA because of their values, 
curriculum, teachers and 
administration, that we funded a 
scholarship in our daughter, Olivia’s, 
memory to help deserving children 
attend CA. We could think of no 
better way to honor her than by 
funding a scholarship at a school 
her brother attends and loves so much. CA is just that special of 
a place.”

- Diane and TJ Obrokta, parents of William ’34

A healthy endowment is the cornerstone of a successful 
independent school; gifts to the endowment  demonstrate 
a firm commitment to the school’s core values and the 
lifelong impact of an Academy education.  Last year, our 
endowment reached the $50 million mark for the first 
time in school history—albeit temporarily.

Continued investment in the endowment is how we 
ensure the long-term sustainability of our school, and 
endowed funds support a variety of initiatives, but many 
endowment donors’ passions are fueled by supporting 
student tuition assistance.  By ensuring that the most 
talented students are in our classrooms—regardless of 
their families’ financial circumstances—every student 
at Columbus Academy  benefits from an enriched 
educational experience and preparation for life that comes 
from engaging with a breadth of classmates’ perspectives 
and experiences.

In honor of their 50th reunion, the Class of 1970 Gift 
Committee, composed of John Alton, John Fergus, 
Michael Hallet, Bill Kientz, Eric Wildemann, Andy Williams 
and Ed Wristen, have spearheaded the creation of the 
Class of 1970 Scholarship Fund. “I have often reflected 
on the importance of the foundation which the Academy 
provided in my life,” shared Ed Wristen.  “It was significant 
and contributed greatly to overcoming the challenges and 
achieving the successes I have enjoyed throughout the last 
50 years. (Our class) believes that giving the opportunity of 
a Columbus Academy education to a young student, and 
their family, by providing much needed tuition assistance, 
not only honors our legacy, but creates perpetual impact.”  
To date, the class has secured $189,200 in current and 
future gifts for the scholarship fund.

The school’s oldest—and one of the most coveted—
named tuition assistance funds is the Alumni Memorial 

Scholarship Fund, which was 
established through alumni 
contributions in 1948 in memory of 
fellow graduates who died in service 
of their country.  Each year, an 
incoming Freshman goes through 
an application and interview process 
with the Alumni Board in order to be 
selected as an Alumni Scholar.

One outstanding Alumni Memorial 
Scholar, Tom Morris ’54, turned 
his gift of an Academy education 
into a drive to support and encourage others for the rest 
of his life.  Mr. Morris’ philanthropic generosity grew 
over time, and to honor his incredible commitment, the 
fund was renamed the Tom Morris ’54 Alumni Memorial 
Scholarship Fund in 2004.

Even after Mr. Morris’ passing, his family continues to honor 
his legacy with annual gifts toward the scholarship fund.  
“It’s not an overstatement to say that the scholarship my 
father received to go to Columbus Academy changed his 
life and established the foundation for all the success that 
would come later,” said Richard Morris, Tom’s youngest 
son.  “He always said, ‘if I hadn’t attended Columbus 
Academy, I wouldn’t have gone to Princeton and Harvard.’  
Giving back to the Academy wasn’t only something my 
father did proudly but he saw it as a responsibility to give 
others the opportunity that had been given to him.”

It is with a mix of appreciation and sadness that we thank 
TJ and Diane Obrokta for their heartfelt establishment of 
the school’s newest scholarship fund.  The Obrokta family 
joined our school community in the 2021-22 school year, 
and in the second semester surprised us with a generous 
gift to establish the Olivia Claire Obrokta Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.  Assets from this newly established 
fund will be awarded to an incoming Middle School girl 
and support her throughout her Academy journey.  What 
an honor it is for the school to carry on Olivia’s legacy with 
this special gift.

Yearbook photo of Tom 
Morris ’54



Thank youTotal Philanthropic Gifts Received 2021-22

Annual Fund
$1,675,111

Special Initiatives
$190,619

Growing the Endowment
$864,760

Building Projects
$1,090,445

Annual Fund
Gifts to the Annual Fund provide the flexibility needed to support all areas of the school: visual and performing arts, athletics 
teams and physical education, curricular innovation, faculty support, and student tuition assistance.  Annual Fund gifts also 
allowed for the flexibility to say “yes” to opportunities that present themselves throughout the year.

Gifts for building projects
Special gifts to build a Golf Practice Green were received from a golf family and more than two dozen golf alumni.  
Additionally, while our recent campus-wide building projects have been completed, pledges are still being fulfilled for the 
athletics expansion and renovation project as well as The New Quest capital campaign.  We are pleased to note that the 
estate gift from Mr. Paul S. Schoedinger ‘16 (the largest estate gift received in the school’s history), provides funds each year 
to bolster the maintenance budget.

Gifts to grow the endowment
A key to Academy’s long-term sustainability is the growth of the endowment, and in addition to the creation of the Olivia 
Claire Obrokta Memorial Scholarship Fund, special Alumni initiatives have made an incredible impact this year.  Gifts 
continue to come in from the Classes of 1968, 1969, 1970, 1971 and 1994.  Other gifts given for the endowment supported 
faculty salaries or professional development, and many were unrestricted.  Estate gifts and memorial gifts have also been 
contributed to the endowment this year.

Special initiatives
Special initiatives include funds raised through events such as the annual Golf Outing for tuition assistance and PACA’s 
Charlie David Dinner for athletics.  Donors have also contributed to support special student programs, including 42 families 
who contributed to the annual Chinese New Year celebration, the Lower School Makerspace renovation and professional 
development, and piloting the LeaderShape program in the Upper School.

$3,820,935 


