College Counseling
Parent Coffee:

Standardized Testing
January 2020




What are some things that
standardized test CANNOT measure?




What are some things that
standardized test CANNOT measure?

Kindness and Empathy

Integrity Passion

Resilience
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B SAT/ACT - How important are these tests?

- Importance of Various Factors in the Admission Decision: First-Time Freshmen l
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Considerably Moderately Limited Not
Important Important Importance Important
Grades in All Courses 745 15.0 5.5 5.0
Grades in College Prep Courses 3.2 16.8 5.9 41
Strength of Curriculum 62.1 219 8.7 73
[ Admission Test Scores (SAT, ACT) 457 371 122 5.0

Essay or Writing Sample 232 33.2 241 195
Student’s Demonstrated Interest 16.1 239 280 321
Counselor Recommendation 15.1 404 26.6 179
Teacher Recommendation 142 40.2 26.5 19.2
Class Rank 9.1 29.1 341 27.7
Extracurricular Activities 64 429 320 18.7
Portfolio 6.4 119 269 54.8
Subject Test Scores (AP, 1) 5.5 183 35.2 411
Interview 5.5 16.4 283 498
Work 41 28.6 369 304
State Graduation Exam Scores 23 8.7 18.8 70.2
SAT |l Scores 19 56 148 778

Source: NACAC Admission Trends Survey, 2018-19.

N A C National Association for
College Admission Counseling

Guiding the way to higher education



From the CA College Counseling survey to seniors,
students voted for these factors as “highly important” in
their college process:

¢ Individual Meetings with your College Counselor..........ccccooevviiia.... 99%
¢ Common Application Workshops for Seniors in August..................... 95%
¢ Test Prep: SAT/ACT Class or

Tutor. o 88%



Grade 10
students will
receive
individualized
advice about
this during
their

Academic
Planning
Conference

in April

When to prep? When to test?

$SP 2019-2020 Test Dates

§ When registering for ACT/SAT, Columbus Academy's CEEB Code is 361525
Y Note: registration will take 30-45 minutes

SAT Register at https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register

SAT Date

August 24, 2019
October 5, 2019
November 2, 2019

December 7, 2019
March 14, 2020
May 2, 2020

June 6, 2020

Registration Deadline
July 26, 2109
Sept 6, 2109
Oct 3, 2109
o®

Nov 8, 2109
qot

Feb 14, 2020 (\
Apr 3, 2020 “ra S
(2
2O

May 8, 2020

ACT Register at http://www.actstudent.org

ACT Date
Sept 14, 2019
Oct 26, 2019
Dec 14, 2019
Feb 8, 2020
April 4, 2020
June 13, 2020
July 18, 2020

In-school Test Dates
o PSAT/NMSQT (Gr 10-11)
« SAT School Day (Gr 11)

Registration Deadline
Aug 16, 2019

Sept 20, 2019

Nov 8, 2019

Jan 10, 2020

Feb 28, 2020

May 8, 2020

June 19, 2020

Wed, Oct 16, 2019
Tues, Apr 14, 2020

CA Registers students
CA Registers students

* AP Exams 2020 (Gr 9-12) May 4 - May 15 Students register in class

by Nov 1st

In general,
no prep before
the summer that
precedes

Grade 11
and

no SAT/ACT
necessary before
fall of junior year



§0b Terminology

*PSAT D
*SAT

‘ACT "
*SAT Subject Tests
*AP Exams

*Test Optional
*Score Choice
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* College Board “Understanding your PSAT scores” (video)
* Given to grades 10 & 11 at Columbus Academy
in October as practice for the SAT

* Avg. PSAT for juniors at CA (Fall “19) = 1226

* Highest Possible Selection Index score = 228

* National Merit Recognition (announced in Sept.)
e Last year for OH, 219+ = NM Semifinalist
* Different states have different cutoffs

e Grade 11 score can qualify a student for NM




Colleges will take either the SAT or ACT for admission. No preference.
Very few colleges/universities require the writing section

* Note: Those who currently require it have talked about dropping it
On average, CA students take an exam 2-3 times, beginning in 11th grade
Register on-line

 www.collegeboard.org

e www.actstudent.org
College Counseling office can provide fee waivers
Average ACT Composite at CA =29
Average SAT Total at CA =1325
Test Prep — consider your options

* BWS class at CA (see handout)

* RevolutionPrep.com (see handout)

* Private Tutoring (Princeton Review Premier Tutors, Kaplan, etc.)
* FREE On-line SAT prep via Khan Academy - link to student’s PSAT




College Board + Khan Academy

v o @ ﬁ‘ Q search

www.satpractice.org
@ Khan Academy Donate ~ Llogin  Signup

A COLLEGE READINESS PARTNERSHIP

@CollegeBoard @ Khan Academy

Official SAT" Practice

_ Start practicing

FREE practice that is...

Personalized to you . Official
o —
Yo We'll create a tailored practice plan for you based on a 8 full-length, real practice tests and content

diagnostic or your SAT or PSAT/NMSQT® scores created in partnership with College Board

i Interactive ” Instant
Thousands of practice questions, videos, lessons, and hints Get constant feedback and progress so you know

plus study and test-taking tips and strategies where you stand




dbP Recent News and Changes

. SAT and ACT -- Do NOT take the writing section

- unless applying to UC schools, and U.S. Military
Academy (West Point)

. Option coming (Fall 2020) to retake ACT by
sections- stay tuned as we monitor this
development

. Test Optional admission gaining traction but
we still recommend all CA students take
ACT/SAT tests



SAT/ACT
Concordance
Chart

How do I know which score is better?

CONCORDANCE: ACT to SAT

ACT SAT
COMP TOTAL

SAT
RANGE

1570-1600
1530-1560
1490-1520
1450-1480
1420-1440
1390-1410
1360-1380

1330-1350
1300-1320
1260-1290
1230-1250
1200-1220
1160-1190
1130-1150

COMP TOTAL

SAT
RANGE

1100-1120

1060-1090

1030-1050
990-1020
960-980
920-950
880-910
830-870
780-820
730-770
690-720
650-680
620-640
590-610
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dUF SAT Subject Tests

9

Each exam is one hour

e

Student may take up to 3 on a test day
Available in Math, Science, English, History,
Languages

Required by very few colleges

Declining market share

Less than 20% of Academy students take these
Check www.compassprep.com/compass-guide

Ask during campus visit or check college’s website
However, this is a way for students to demonstrate

thoir mactarvys nn a natinnal laval Af a cithiart
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S & How many schools REQUIRE Subject Tests?

v >

Cal Tech
Harvey Mudd 3
MIT

Is this
worth my
time?

Yes, if you are confident that you can
score high (at least 700+) and
demonstrate your mastery.




Preparing for SAT Subject Tests

SAT Subject Tests About Subjects Register Taking the Tests Scores For Educators ™ important Dates

Mathematics Level 2 Subject

Test

St Introduction
The Mathematics Level 2 Subject Test covers the same material as the
Mathematics Mathematics Level 1 test — with the addition of trigonometry and elementary
functions (precalculus). If you performed well in these courses, taking this test
© Math Level 1 gives you the opportunity to highlight your abilities and showcase your interest

in higher-level mathematics.
* Math Level 2

@ start practicing

Science
English
Important Notes
Wistory * Offered in Oct,, Nov., Dec., Jan., May and June
* Calculator use permitted. See calculator policy, including what calculators are
Languages acceptable.

Test Basics

www.collegeboard.org




Score Choice

e Not all colleges and universities participate in Score Choice
® Some schools (esp. those with low admit rates) will
require a student to send all SATs

Evidence Based Reading & Reading Writing ’ Math
Grade e Mathematics Total
SAT Writing Test Test Test
1 630 32 37 710 35.5 1400
1 730 36 37 650 325 1380
ACT
English Math Reading Science Writing ELA 0 STEM 0 Composite Date Grade
24 23 26 20 24 25 22 23 Dec 2015 1
30 25 22 24 23 25 25 25 Apr 2016 11

29 25 32 24 24 28 25 28 Apr 2016 1



SAT

ACT
English
24

30

29

Grad Evidence Based Reading & Reading Writing
rade
Writing Test Test
1 630 32 37
1 730 36 37
Math Reading Science Writing ELA @ sTem ©@
23 26 20 24 25 22
25 22 24 23 25 25
25 32 24 24 28 25

To “superscore” SAT, simply add two highest sections

Mathematics

710

650

Composite

23

25
28

What is Super Scoring?

Math
Test

35.5

325

Date

Dec 2015
Apr 2016
Apr 2016

To “superscore” ACT, add four subsections (not Writing) and divide by 4

Total

1400

1440
1380

Grade

11
1



High Scores in Context

Score

# of Students

36

3,741

35

14,928

34

21,836

} 40,505 scored 34+

33

26,930

In Columbus Academy’s Class of 2020,
16 students scored at 34+ on the ACT.

5 of the 16 students scored a perfect 36.



Test Optional Colleges

Over 1000 schools do not require an SAT or
ACT score from applicants

Examples: Bowdoin, Wake Forest, Hamilton,
Holy Cross, Denison, Bates, Mount Holyoke,
University of Chicago

More emphasis on academic performance
Complete list at www.fairtest.org

FairTest

The National Center for Fair and Open Testing




AP Exams

® Registration is now in the fall
o allows access to online study tools such as
the AP Question Bank for students/teachers

e Student may choose to self-report scores from
these exams to colleges (there is a place for this
on the Common Application)

® These tests are not required, but they are
another way to demonstrate mastery on a
national level



RESOURCES

= COMPASSGUIDE

COLLEGE

ADMISSION

FESTING

SPRING 2020

https://www.compassprep.com/compass-guide/



Want the latest college counseling news?

Follow us on Twitter @Vikings2College
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Tweets Following Followers Likes Lists Moments ™
3,330 259 536 2517 0 0 (" Edit profile )

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Who to follow - refresh - View all
Academy CollCounsel
@Vikings2College Academy CollCounsel @Vikings2College - 5h v Emily @emchend8
College Counselors from Columbus Feacersi) *
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latest and greatest in the world of college Inc. & @inc } Calvin Wuorinen @UrFina...
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Tin Le @tinle99swim
Jeoll...
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Join us for our first Parent Coffee tomorrow, Jan 16, at 8:00 a.m. in the Dining
Hall.
Topic: Standardized Testing &2 Find people you know

@ Born November 1, 1973

() 699 Photos and videos
o
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Columbus trends - change
Spider-Man

181K Tweets

#csd1080go

#NationalHatDay

NACAC is Tweeting about this

Mysterio

Jake Gyllenhaal makes waves with his Mysterio
debut

#Bonnaroo
1,883 Tweets

#ShareToWin
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