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In this ART OF THE CITY column: PARK MCARTHUR offers an elegant critique of MoMA’s big-budget 
expansion (and philanthropy writ large), HEATHER GUERTIN serves up a fresh batch of paintings at 
Brennan & Griffin, and the newly relocated RAMIKEN CRUCIBLE comes out swinging. 
 
1. RIP IT UP AND START AGAIN 
 
Offered the chance to have an exhibition in a prime space at the Museum of Modern Art in New York—
an opportunity that any early-career artist would kill for—Park McArthur has responded by leaving it 
nearly empty. 
 
The title of the New Yorker’s show, “Projects 195: Park McArthur,” appears in huge letters wrapped 
around two walls of a capacious fourth-floor gallery that overlooks the museum’s sculpture garden. 
There are also two leather couches and two frames hanging on the wall that hold promotional papers 
for 53W53, the 82-story Jean Nouvel–designed luxury condo tower that will house part of MoMA’s 
forthcoming $400 million expansion. Those papers list some of the “impeccably detailed residences” 
available—a $3.65 million one-bedroom and a $42.5 million four-bedroom—and note that 53W53 
sports amenities like a pet concierge, “poolside vertical hydroponic gardens,” and emergency generator 
support. 
 
Through her exhibition, McArthur is proposing a very different kind of structure. In an accompanying 
audio guide, which is the heart of this incisive artist’s project, a museum educator named Paula 
Stuttman intones, “Now I invite you to imagine a building. This building does not exist. At present it lives 
in the mind of the artist as a persistent daydream.” It has studios, a ramped indoor pool, and accessible 
common spaces where “you overhear conversations and laughter.” Income is “not the determining 
factor for living here.” 
 
A metal model of a building that looks a bit like part of MoMA sits, partially hidden, in an alcove off the 
almost-vacant gallery. Miniature versions of the room you’re standing in—one with a ramped pools—
are arrayed on the floor behind it, like architectural proposals awaiting customization and funding. 
Throughout the exhibition’s run (through January 27, 2019), they will be reconfigured. 
 
The audio component of the show, which is available online, is titled PARA-SITES (2018), and in her 
bracingly spare installation, which was curated by MoMA’s Magnus Schaefer with Tara Keny ’03, 
McArthur is asking of the big-ticket construction work that is underway: Who is feeding off of whom 
here? And, more broadly, what tradeoffs—in terms of money, power, and physical space—do our arts 
institutions facilitate? Right now, some 150 homes for the very wealthy are being readied high in the 
sky, and about 50,000 square feet of exhibition space is being added to MoMA. The audio points also 
out the letters on the wall denoting the David Geffen Galleries, named in honor of that entertainment 
magnate’s $100 million donation to MoMA in 2016. 
 
Meanwhile, homelessness in New York is the highest it has been since the 1930s, and about one in ten 
children in the city’s public schools sleeps in temporary housing. Not far from MoMA, work continues on 



a public sculpture—Thomas Heatherwick’s ridiculous Vessel—that has cost more than $150 million to 
build. 
 
With impressive concision, McArthur is underscoring the capriciousness and cruelty in how philanthropy 
and real estate operate today. Is she having her cake and eating it, too, sharing fanciful and politically 
loaded plans from within the comfort of the institution? Sure. But she’s doing what she can: spotlighting 
a problem and offering one possible alternative. Others will need to act. “Now I invite you to imagine a 
building,” her piece says. “This building does not exist.” Not yet. 
 
2. IN MOTION 
 
No show of fresh new paintings this season has dazzled me quite like Heather Guertin’s third solo outing 
at Brennan & Griffin (through November 25). These are bright, glowing abstractions, made with quick 
strokes (most bold, a few faltering) that seem all the faster because they flow around three or four 
monochromatic circles that anchor each canvas. Guertin, who’s based in New York, is using a lot of color 
very masterfully, and a few works suggest Hans Hofmann in his most radiant pitch but loosening things 
up unexpectedly, letting in a bit more chaos. Peculiar as it sounds, the off-kilter charm of Guertin’s 
compositions also brings to mind Allan Kaprow’s early free-form figurative efforts. But this is no 
nostalgia cruise. At once a tasty artisanal surface and redolent of a digital screen (which is to say: 
humming with discrete activities), each Guertin feels momentarily stilled. Pretty soon, those circles 
could become heads on bodies, perhaps, or moons rising above an alien planet. For just this moment, 
they’re with us. What happens next is anyone’s guess. 
 
3. WELCOME BACK, CRUCIBLE 
 
It’s been a bit sad in New York’s gallery scene of late, with stalwarts like Real Fine Arts, Cleopatra’s, and 
Signal closing, so it’s a thrill to be able finally to deliver some good news. After a yearlong sojourn in Los 
Angeles, the reliably unpredictable Ramiken Crucible has returned to New York and opened an 
invigorating group show called “Hardcore Erotic Art.” (True to Ramiken’s typical cloak-and-dagger 
practices, the location of the show, which is up through December 15, is private: reach out directly.) A 
good slice of the familiar gang is here, including Andra Ursuta, with a slice of the penis-bedecked rock-
climbing wall she showed in 2016 at the New Museum; Elaine Cameron-Weir, presenting a metal and 
patent-leather chair that is straight out of a vintage sci-fi horror film; Wyatt Kahn, offering a new version 
of his lovable (and a little unsettling) anthropomorphic canvases; and Eli Ping, whose off-white, nearly 
11-foot-tall resin-soaked fabric piece dominates one wall, looking like a sensual Robert Morris felt work 
slipping in from another dimension. It is a forward-looking exercise in how the body can be toyed with 
(or tortured) in ways that are uproarious, creepy, and abject—exactly the sort of thing we have come to 
expect from Ramiken. Intriguingly, though, there are also a few curveballs, like a little Tony Smith 
maquette, a resplendent Eva LeWitt, and a small drawing by Jacques Villon (one of Marcel Duchamp’s 
older brothers) of dice tumbling through the air, which I will take in this context as a tribute to artists 
and dealers that are willing to take chances. 
 
 
China Thwarts U.S. Effort to Promote American Culture on Campuses 
The New York Times 
By Jane Perlez and Luz Ding 
Dec. 30, 2018 



 
BEIJING — The American ambassador to China, Terry Branstad, wanted to make what in most nations 
would have been a routine trip. 
 
One of his favorite schools, Iowa State University, had opened a center to promote American culture in 
an inland Chinese province, and the laid-back former governor of Iowa was eager to take questions from 
Chinese students. 
 
The center’s program, largely financed by the State Department, was deliberately benign so as not to 
offend Chinese government sensibilities. Politics was off the agenda. English lessons focused on fashion, 
music and sports. An essay-writing contest was called “Bald Eagle & Panda” after well-known fauna in 
both countries. 
 
But Henan Normal University, a campus set on the Yellow River with a prominent statue of Mao Zedong 
out front, denied Mr. Branstad permission to visit the center this fall — and offered no explanation. 
 
The rebuff underscored how the United States and China compete not only in trade and technology, but 
also over the values and beliefs that define their societies, an echo of the Cold War with the Soviet 
Union. 
 
In China, such programs provided a window into American culture outside the filter of the Communist 
Party, and their unwinding could deepen the divide between the societies of the world’s two largest 
economies. 
 
The center that turned down Branstad was one of more than 20 that the State Department opened in 
the past decade on college campuses across China to promote American culture and counter anti-
American propaganda by offering English lessons, screening movies and hosting visiting music and dance 
performances. 
 
Today, the American centers have closed after the Chinese authorities denied American officials entry to 
them and state security agents interrogated an American academic working on a Chinese campus. 
 
“It became clear after a while that the centers were no longer an asset to the Americans and became a 
terrible liability,” said Jennifer Tarlin of the University of North Dakota, who served as director of an 
American center at a Shanghai university from 2011 until this summer. 
 
The program’s start coincided with a rise in nationalist sentiment in China. Shortly after he came into 
power six years ago, President Xi Jinping rolled out a campaign against Western values, investing 
Communist Party members in academia with the power to redline even the most innocuous and 
apolitical expressions of American culture. 
 
And funding American culture in China became particularly unpopular in Washington as the Trump 
administration worked to distance the countries and anger built over Beijing’s propaganda in America. 
 
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs did not respond to a request for comment. 
 



When the American centers opened a decade ago, they bucked a trend. Promoting American culture 
abroad, once a high point of American foreign policy, was considered obsolete, an idea that was 
dispensed with at the end of the Cold War. 
 
In the early 1990s, conservative Republicans and Clinton Democrats worked together to demolish the 
United States Information Agency and slash the budgets of culture programs abroad. Democracy had 
prevailed, the thinking went, and the internet rendered cultural diplomacy unnecessary. 
 
But China was a special case. The American government was concerned about negative depictions of the 
United States in China’s tightly controlled state media. 
 
On American campuses, the Chinese government was subsidizing a network of Confucius Institutes, 
where Beijing appoints teachers and dictates the curriculum. It grew from around 70 outposts during 
the Obama administration to over 100 today. 
 
In 2011, only five roughly equivalent American places existed in China — at American embassies or 
consulates, sites that are closely watched by Chinese security and forbidding for local residents to enter. 
 
The Obama administration felt compelled to act. 
 
By 2012, the State Department had made individual grants of $100,000 to more than two dozen 
American universities to open centers on Chinese campuses. To distance itself, it urged the centers to 
seek extra funds from private American sources and stayed away from decisions about programming. 
 
William Brustein, then-vice provost for international affairs at Ohio State University, recalled meeting 
the American ambassador, Jon M. Huntsman Jr., in Beijing in 2011. 
 
The ambassador told Mr. Brustein about the State Department’s new venture. 
 
“‘They’re like the Confucius Institutes — this is America’s answer,’” Mr. Brustein recounted the 
ambassador saying. “‘You should open a center — try to pick a place that is not Beijing or Shanghai.’” 
 
Ohio State prided itself on its already large number of fee-paying Chinese students, and the university 
thought the center would attract more. Many students came from Hubei Province, so it was easy for Mr. 
Brustein to persuade Wuhan University, a major university there, to agree to host a place that would 
showcase American themes. 
 
The center opened in 2012 in a loft-like space with a kitchen and English-language cookbooks, and was 
led by an English teacher at Ohio State, Bob Eckhart ’87, who brought jazz groups and dance ensembles 
over for performances. 
 
The most successful gig was a group of African-American step dancers, Mr. Eckhart said. “We stressed 
that we were presenting authentic American culture and that we were not just cheerleaders for 
America.” 
 
Often the programming was quirky. At the University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Ms. Tarlin 
invited American musicians who played Depression-era folk. She staged a workshop production of the 
opera “Scarlet Letter” with a libretto by the feminist writer Carol Gilligan. 



 
It wasn’t long before the centers ran afoul of the orthodoxy of President Xi and his campaign against 
liberal democracy. 
 
Strict edicts announced by the education minister, Yuan Guiren, in early 2015 signaled the official 
disfavor. Books highlighting Western values had no place in the classroom; Chinese universities must 
ensure that Mr. Xi’s ideology was front and center, Mr. Yuan said. 
 
Suddenly, university officials barred American cultural groups and speakers. The Chinese homed in on 
the ties with the State Department, suspicious that the United States was using the centers as a cover 
for spreading democratic ideas, former and current diplomats said. 
 
In Nanjing, Chinese state security officials summoned a dean of the New York Institute of Technology, 
Monique Taylor, for questioning for several hours in 2015. 
 
Ms. Taylor was responsible for the American center sponsored by the institute at the Nanjing University 
of Posts and Telecommunications; she was also in charge of a separate academic program with faculty 
from New York City on the Nanjing campus. 
 
The interrogation rattled the American university, according to three people familiar with the episode. A 
spokeswoman for the university declined to comment. 
 
After the episode, the university declined a new State Department grant and deleted the word American 
from the center’s name. It was renamed Campus Commons. 
 
A State Department inspector general’s appraisal of the embassy in Beijing in 2017 described how the 
Chinese government called American public affairs diplomats “hostile foreign forces.” The report said 
that from January 2016 to April 2017, there were 153 instances of Chinese thwarting the work of the 
American public affairs officials, including with the centers. 
 
In the 2000s, as the Confucius Institutes flourished in the United States, those who wanted to promote 
American soft power eventually prevailed with the opening of the centers in China. But American 
diplomats responsible for culture could never get the centers to take off: In Washington, the economic 
relationship was considered far more important, former diplomats said. 
 
As secretary of state, John Kerry took up the cause of the centers with Liu Yandong, who was a vice 
premier until this year and China’s top culture czar. 
 
The Chinese dismissed Mr. Kerry’s complaints, said Richard Stengel, who was under secretary of state 
for public diplomacy and public affairs at the time. 
 
“In my experience, the Chinese project, rationalize and then minimize,” Mr. Stengel said, explaining that 
senior Chinese officials denied any problems. “They first say, ‘You do it, too.’ Then they say: ‘It’s not my 
responsibility, it happens on the local level.’ And finally: ‘It doesn’t matter much anyway.’” 
 
In all, the State Department spent $5.1 million on 29 centers, though about 10 of them never opened. 
The inspector general’s report concluded that the effort had been “largely ineffective.” 
 



The State Department said it had stopped funding all of the centers. 
 
Mr. Branstad was not the first American envoy to run into trouble over one of them. 
 
Mr. Kerry complained to the Chinese ambassador to Washington, Cui Tiankai, that the American 
ambassador at the time, Max Baucus, had also been prevented from traveling to one. 
 
According to Mr. Stengel, who was in the conversation, Mr. Kerry turned to Mr. Cui and asked: “Have we 
ever limited where you can go?” 
 
Mr. Cui replied: “Not yet.” 
 
A version of this article appears in print on Dec. 31, 2018, on Page A9 of the New York edition with the 
headline: China Thwarts U.S. Effort To Sustain Culture Centers. Order Reprints | Today’s Paper | 
Subscribe 
 
 
Ice Miller New Managing Partner Michael Jordan Begins Four-Year Term 
Contact: Amanda Stanley 
Email: amanda.stanley@icemiller.com 
 
Michael Jordan ’89 begins a new leadership role as a managing partner at Ice Miller LLP on January 1, 
2019. 
 
Mike is a partner in the Firm’s Business Group, focusing primarily on representing clients in their private 
market investments in the alternative asset class. He represents a wide variety of institutional investors 
such as public retirement systems, banks, insurance companies, university endowments, investment 
advisors, trade associations, family offices and high net worth investors in all aspects of their alternative 
investment programs, including their social impact investing programs. His team has represented clients 
in thousands of investments over the past 21 years. 
 
“At Ice Miller, we pair our strong technical and industry knowledge with sound business fundamentals 
to help our clients achieve their goals,” said Steve Humke, chief managing partner of Ice Miller. “With his 
leadership, knowledge and experience, Mike will not only help the Firm accomplish its own strategic 
objectives, but he will help our clients protect their interests and build upon their business goals.” 
 
Mike joined the Firm in 1997 as an associate in the Business Group, after graduating from law school. A 
Columbus native, Mike is a graduate of Capital University Law School, Washington University in St. Louis 
and The Columbus Academy. He resides in Gahanna with his wife Suzanne and their three boys.  
 
"I am thrilled to work with the new management team to help the Firm, our colleagues and our clients 
continue to achieve our strategic goals in a rapidly changing industry," said Mike. "We have a great team 
of high-quality, collaborative people with a diverse set of experiences and perspectives. I very much look 
forward to helping our team grow and succeed."   
 
A managing partner is nominated by the chief managing partner and ratified by the partners of the Firm. 
Mike joins a diverse management team including Steve Humke, who was re-elected for a second term as 



chief managing partner; fellow new managing partner Kristine Bouaichi; returning managing partner 
Judy Okenfuss; and Marilee Springer, new chair of the Firm’s strategic planning committee. 
 
 
Homage founder explains his decision to trademark 'Yinzer' 
Pittsburgh Business Times 
By Luke Torrance  – Digital Producer 
Dec 24, 2018, 7:42am EST 
 
After several articles about his company's efforts to trademark the word "yinzer," Homage founder Ryan 
Vesler ’01 sent out an email to address the concerns of Pittsburghers. 
 
"We certainly understand how important the term 'Yinzer' is to the city of Pittsburgh and would never 
want to alienate anyone living in a city that we love," he wrote. "I sincerely apologize to anyone who 
may have been offended by our decision to file for the mark. It was never our intention to create 
controversy or to upset anyone." 
 
Homage is a clothing company that is especially focused on their graphic T-shirts, which are reference 
sports teams, pop culture and cities like Cleveland and Pittsburgh. Vesler and his company are based in 
Columbus. 
 
"We have several staff members from Pittsburgh, and it’s always fun around here when the ... Steelers 
played the Browns," he wrote. 
 
Vesler pointed out that Homage is not the first company to apply for a "yinzer" trademark. A man 
named Nicholas P. Seitz of Glendale, Calif. applied for and was granted a trademark for the word in 
2011. Vesler said he reached out to the trademark holder to create a licensing agreement that involved 
quarterly royalty payments. 
 
"Eventually, the trademark holder indicated that he had no desire to continue owning the trademark, so 
he let it lapse," Vesler wrote. "And, in order to avoid any sort of 'legal limbo,' we filed for the mark in 
September of this year." 
 
The store currently has numerous Pittsburgh-related shirts and sweaters, from a shirt that says "PGH" in 
large, block letters to gear for all three of the city's professional sports teams. 
 
The company recently partnered with the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh to raise money for 
the Impact Fund, which was established in the wake of the shooting at the Tree of life synagogue. 
 
Vesler said the company has reached out to a Pittsburgh area nonprofit in the hopes of assigned the 
"yinzer" trademark to them, so that royalty benefits could benefit the community. 
 
"Being a part of the community is important to us," Vesler wrote. 
 
 
40 LGTB Leaders Under 40 Class of 2019 
By BEQPride Magazine 



December 27, 2018 
By BEQ Pride Awards Committee and the BEQ Pride Editorial team 
 
OUR 2ND NATIONAL SEARCH 
We asked again, and you answered again. From August to October 2018, the BEQ Pride Awards 
Committee and the BEQ Pride Editorial team conducted our second national search to identify young 
LGBTQ leaders across the country who are demonstrating exceptional leadership and major 
contributions in government, corporate, academia, non-profit or small business. 
 
OUR NOMINATION PROCESS 
The nominations included a short narrative from the nominator, and nominees were invited to respond 
and confirm their participation. In early November, finalists were notified and our awards committee 
and editorial team were tasked with selecting 40 out, proud leaders from that list. This was a difficult 
decision as all of the nominees are worthy of recognition. 
 
CLASS OF 2019 
In this special section, we introduce you to our 2019 class of 40 leaders who are thinking about 
tomorrow, who need our support and encouragement and, most importantly, who are representative of 
the young and amazing talent, innovation, passion and courage in the LGBTQ business equality 
community. 
 
Inspired by their passion and determination, these stories and profiles are intended to help us recall 
what it feels like to be young and want to conquer the world. This is a nod to youth and a chance to 
reconnect with ideas and the kind of inspiration that fuels lifetimes. We must reach out to these 
individuals and to each other in the community. Cheer them on, lend a hand and open some doors. It’s 
all about building bridges and narrowing gaps between the young and not so young, throughout the 
community. 
 
Combined with our inaugural list, these LGBTQ people represent a cross-section of young LGBTQ leaders 
across the country. Although not by design, we are proud that our list is ethnically, politically and racially 
diverse — with cisgender and non-binary individuals. Our list includes PhDs, elected officials, tech 
leaders, philanthropists, activists and more. The BEQ Pride 40 LGBTQ Leaders Under 40 Class of 2019 are 
changing our world NOW. 
 
Abigail Lloyd ’97 
Volunteer LGBT Asylum Litigator   
(She, Her) is 39 
 
Abigail Lloyd is an intellectual property attorney (think trade secrets and trademarks) in private practice 
in Orange County, California, working at the international law firm of Orrick, Herrington, and Sutcliffe 
LLP. Abby co-founded the Orange County Lavender Bar Association (OCLBA) in 2010, the first LGBT bar 
association to ever exist in Orange County. Abby is currently the Vice President of the OCLBA for 2019 
and the President-elect for 2020. 
 
As an openly lesbian attorney with a family, Abby shows grit and emotional strength in just being who 
she is and living an open, authentic life in conservative Orange County. She has fought conservative 
school districts to be more welcoming to LGBT families by changing their forms to not just list “mother” 
and “father” as the only parental options —inclusion matters. 



 
Abby also consistently litigates pro bono cases on behalf of immigrants seeking asylum based on LGBT 
persecution in their home countries, including winning asylum in 2018 for a man who fled Mexico at age 
14 after being tortured for being gay—she is their angel. In early 2019, she will represent Carlos Bringas-
Rodriguez, another LGBT asylum pro bono case. Abby volunteers her time on these cases because 
community service is one of her core values. She is also a mentor to other LGBT attorneys as well as 
young people at the local community center. Abby hopes to inspire other attorneys in private practice to 
make room for pro bono work serving vulnerable LGBT populations. 
 
Abby also sits on the scholarship committee for the M. Katherine Baird Darmer Equality Scholarship for a 
student pursuing LGBT justice.  Abby has served on the Board of Directors of AIDS Service Foundation. 
As a child, her uncle died of HIV/AIDS. This inspired her to volunteer at The Children’s Place in Chicago, 
IL, working with children impacted and/or infected by HIV/AIDS for ten years and eventually becoming 
Director of the Summer Program. Her uncle had a profound impact on Abby’s life and she continues to 
try to honor his memory in her life. 
 
Abby and her wife Lisa have two daughters, Zoe, age 8, and Maya, age 6. 
 
 
NiSource Positions Organization to Deliver on Its Commitments 
NEWS PROVIDED BY 
NiSource Inc.  
Dec 12, 2018, 14:30 ET 
 
MERRILLVILLE, Ind., Dec. 12, 2018 /PRNewswire/ -- NiSource Inc. (NYSE: NI) today announced changes in 
its executive leadership team effective January 1 to support the next phase of restoration and ongoing 
community support in the Greater Lawrence, Mass., area and to continue to deliver on its commitments 
across the seven states served. 
 
Joe Hamrock, president and CEO of NiSource, said "Safety and care for our customers are the foundation 
of our business. As we transition to the next phase of the restoration effort in Massachusetts, our 
enduring commitment to the Greater Lawrence area is a top priority, and we are aligning our leadership 
team to continue to meet our customer and community needs across all our states." 
 
Pablo Vegas, who served as chief restoration officer, will reassume leadership of the gas segment as 
executive vice president and president, gas utilities, reporting to Hamrock. In this role, Vegas will be 
responsible for strategy, planning, operations, regulatory and community engagement for the seven 
NiSource gas companies. 
 
Mark Kempic will serve as chief operating officer, Columbia Gas of Massachusetts, reporting to Vegas. 
He previously served as chief transformation officer for NiSource and was part of the leadership team 
for the Greater Lawrence area restoration effort. In this role Kempic will lead the next phase of 
restoration in the Greater Lawrence area and will have operational responsibility for the state. Steve 
Bryant, president of Columbia Gas of Massachusetts, will focus on external, customer and regulatory 
responsibilities, also reporting to Vegas. 
 
Additional members of the NiSource senior leadership team reporting to Hamrock include: 
 



Donald Brown ’90, executive vice president and chief financial officer, will lead finance, regulatory 
strategy, IT and supply chain services. 
 
Violet Sistovaris will continue in her role as executive vice president and president, NIPSCO, leading 
strategy, planning, operations and regulatory activities for NiSource's electric business segment. 
 
Carrie Hightman, executive vice president and chief legal officer, will continue to have responsibilities 
for legal services, federal government affairs and communications. 
 
Mike Finissi, executive vice president, safety and gas technical services, will assume leadership of gas 
operations support including safety, environmental, technical training, engineering and safety 
management system implementation. 
 
Suzanne Surface will assume the role of chief services officer leading human resources, customer 
services, and corporate transformation and services. 
 
Pete Disser will reassume the role of vice president, internal audit. 
 
Maintaining our commitment to customers, communities and all stakeholders 
 
NiSource recently completed its 2018 financing activities. Combined with today's announcements, this 
positions NiSource to deliver on its commitments to all stakeholders, including achieving the company's 
previously announced long-term financial and credit commitments. 
 
 
Whether you’re gifting or thrifting, now is a great time to buy a car 
By Megan Henry  
The Columbus Dispatch  
Posted Dec 23, 2018 at 12:08 PM 
Updated Dec 23, 2018 at 12:08 PM 
 
The week between Christmas and New Year’s is the busiest of the year for auto sales, as dealers and 
manufacturers are eager to clear showrooms of last year’s models. 
 
When Christmas ends, the holiday season begins for car dealerships. 
 
The week between Christmas and New Year’s is the busiest of the year for dealerships, said Ivan Drury, a 
senior manager at the automotive research service Edmunds. 
 
“The model year is turning over, and that has an effect on consumers’ mindsets, all the way up to the 
automaker,” he said. “They do want to get rid of vehicles instead of having old vehicles sitting on the lot 
for months on end.” 
 
Ricart Automotive Group on the Southeast Side racks up 40 to 50 percent of December’s sales during 
that final week, said company President Rick Ricart ’98. 
 
“The last week of the year is my Christmas. ... It’s like Disney for me,” Ricart said. 
 



Waiting till December to buy a car can pay off. Buyers can save a few hundred to a few thousand dollars, 
especially by buying a vehicle of the model year that is ending, Drury said. 
 
December has the year’s highest discount off the manufacturer’s suggested retail price — about 6 
percent on average — and the highest incentives, according to Edmunds data. 
 
The end of the year creates a sense of urgency for automakers, dealers and consumers. Automakers and 
dealers want to get their 2018 cars off the lot, and drivers are enticed by the discounts. 
 
Some of the best deals can be found on expiring 2018 models. GMC is offering up to $4,750 back on a 
2018 Terrain small SUV, Nissan is offering up to $4,500 off the Murano crossover, and Volvo is 
discounting the V90 crossover wagon by up to $7,750 for current owners and $6,750 for others. 
 
But buyers also can get deals on some 2019 vehicles. Toyota, for example, has financing deals for 2019 
Camrys, and Dodge has them for 2019 Ram 1500 pickup trucks. 
 
Broader deals include Chevrolet’s “Employee Discount for Everyone” through Jan. 2 and Honda’s “Happy 
Honda Days” through Jan. 3. 
 
This season might bring better-than-usual deals on sedans after General Motors and Ford Motor Co. 
announced plans to cut back on production of sedans. GM said in November it will stop producing six 
sedan models by the end of 2019, and Ford said in April it is phasing out all its car models in North 
America except the Mustang and a crossover vehicle over the next few years. 
 
“I think that you can really strike a deal there,” Drury said. “Both from the dealer’s perspective, they 
don’t want those vehicles when they’re no longer being produced, and from the automakers changing 
the way they view their lineup as well.” 
 
So when should car buyers start shopping? 
 
“The sooner the better ... December is one of the best-selling months of the year,” said Jimmy Snyder, 
general manager of Dan Tobin Chevrolet Buick GMC on the Far North Side. 
 
Buying a car for Christmas also helps boosts December sales. It is the best time of the year to buy a 
vehicle in a luxury brand such as Lexus, Mercedes and BMW, Drury said. 
 
“You do have that ‘wow factor’ of getting a car for Christmas,” he said. 
 
In the past four years, Ricart has seen an increase in Christmas sales. 
 
“It’s really the whole season-of-giving concept,” he said.  
 
 
ATHLETES MAKE HISTORY AT INAUGURAL CHALLENGE DAYTONA 
K226 Triathlon 
Monday 10 December 2018 
 



The professional race, originally slated as a Middle Distance triathlon (1.2-mile swim, 56-mile bike, 13.1-
mile run), was delayed until 12:45 p.m. and altered to cover a 1-mile swim, 37.5-mile bike, and 8.2-mile 
run. The shorter distance event took place entirely within Daytona International Speedway, offering 
spectators—including age-group athletes who were finished with the morning’s modified amateur 
race—unprecedented access to view the pros in the heat of competition. The bike course was of 
particular note, consisting of 15 laps around the iconic motorsports track. 
  
Adding to the atypical race atmosphere, the course changes and weather conditions also impacted the 
live tracking and timing systems during the pro race, leaving timing sensors on the bike and run courses 
unreadable. What the weather couldn’t dampen, however, was the utterly dynamic aspect of the multi-
lap pro race. The energy was electric among spectators cheering on the pros as they flew past, time and 
time again.  
  
The Men’s Race 
It was no surprise to see Andy Potts (USA) emerge first out of the water in 19:24, followed by Dylan 
McNeice (NZL) and John Kenny (USA), 20 and 24 seconds later respectively. Uber-bikers Andrew 
Starykowicz (USA) and Cameron Wurf (AUS) were more than a minute behind race leader Potts heading 
into T1. But the chase was on as soon as they reached their bikes, and by lap three Wurf moved to the 
front of the race. Potts, showing fatigue on the heels of a full-distance race last weekend, began to fade 
as the power positions shifted at the front of the field.  
  
Soon it was Wurf in the lead, Starykowicz in second, and Pieter Heemeryck (BEL) in third. Yet another 
jostling of position would occur within a few more laps, when Starykowicz seized the lead, and did 
nothing but lengthen it as he continued to power around the Daytona International Speedway. 
Meanwhile, a chase group including Santiago Ascenco (BRA) and Taylor Reid (CAN) worked hard to keep 
the leaders within range. Surprisingly, Matt Russell (USA) appeared to be struggling, having exited the 
swim in arrears of many of his rivals, and falling behind the chase group on the bike.  
 
Ultimately, no one could match Starykowicz’ aggressive cycling pace, and the diehard NASCAR fan 
finished the bike in 1:17:24, nearly two and a half minutes faster than Wurf. It was no secret that 
Starykowicz wanted this win and the chance to cross the iconic Daytona International Speedway finish 
line first. But another man on a mission, Heemeryck usurped his dream of victory with a lightning-fast 
44:51 run split, moving into first and never looking back. The only man to run faster than Heemeryck, 
Ascenco turned in a run time of 44:49 to earn his spot on the podium in third behind runner-up 
Starykowicz. Reid also posted an impressive run (46:21) to earn fourth, and Russell used his never-give-
up grit to gain several positions, finishing fifth. 
  
“My goal with this race was to move up into fourth in the Challenge Family World Bonus ranking. I was 
here on a mission to do that—but I won!” said men’s champion Heermeryck. “I never would have 
imagined I could win over a guy like Andrew Starykowicz. It was incredible. On the last lap of the run, 
thinking that I was going to be the first winner of this race—that is a pretty cool feeling!” 
  
The Women’s Race 
With four world-class swimmers headlining the women’s race, it was anyone’s guess which of the group 
would lead out of the waters of Lake Lloyd. Sarah Haskins (USA) was first to shore, followed closely by 
Lauren Goss (USA); a minute and a half passed before the next swimming stars emerged, with Meredith 
Kessler (USA) and Alicia Kaye (USA) exiting nearly in tandem. 
  



Although Goss sped through transition and momentarily took the lead from Haskins heading onto the 
bike course, it was a short-lived victory. Haskins soon regained the lead, and then in the winning form 
that this seasoned pro knows so well, refused to relinquish her grip on the title for the remainder of the 
bike and run. Goss held onto second place for the first few laps, but soon she began to struggle and was 
overtaken by Kessler, who moved into third. Goss eventually pulled out prior to the run. 
  
As Haskins ticked off lap upon lap, she managed to grow her lead to a solid three minutes, entering T2 
well ahead of Kaye and Kessler. She only increased her pace on the run, delivering a blistering 50:53 run 
split and ultimately building her advantage to 5:06, finishing in a winning time of 2:42:52. Kaye also 
delivered a powerful performance, and although at one point the gap between her and Kessler shrunk 
to less than a minute, she stayed strong and steady to finish second. Kessler crossed the line in 2:50:35, 
after stopping to collect one-year-old son MAK in the final yards and celebrate her third-place finish with 
him. The women’s top five was completed with two other Americans, Laura Matthews and Lisa Roberts.  
  
“I’ve been racing for 15 years and this is truly one of the coolest experiences I have ever had racing. The 
venue, the organizers, the volunteers, the fans—just incredible. And it turned out to be a beautiful day!” 
said women’s winner Haskins. “Getting to meet the age group athletes, getting to do the women’s panel 
and meet so many other women competitors—it all meant so much to me. This is such a special win. 
And it was a last minute decision, but I couldn’t be happier to be here.” 
 
MALE PRO: 
1 Pieter Heemeryck 2:27:45 
2 Andrew Starykowicz +1:13 
3 Santiago Ascenco +1:59 
4 Taylor Reid +3:56 
5 Matthew Russell +5:41 
 
FEMALE PRO: 
1 Sarah Haskins 2:42:52 
2 Alicia Kaye +5:06 
3 Meredith Kessler ’96 +7:43 
4 Laura Mathews +10:57 
5 Lisa Roberts +14:42 
 
 
Michael Stinziano ’98 Elected Franklin County Auditor 
Nov. 7, 2018 
https://www.michaelstinziano.com 
 
Columbus City Council President Pro Tem Michael Stinziano, a graduate of Columbus Academy, was 
elected Franklin County Auditor this November, becoming the first Democrat in 80 years to lead that 
office. 
 
Commenting on his victory in the election, Stinziano said “I am humbled and honored that the people of 
Franklin County have elected me as their Auditor and will lead an office that is accountable, protects 
taxpayer dollars and provides excellent constituent services.”   
 



President Pro Tem Stinziano currently serves as the Chair of Columbus City Council’s Neighborhoods 
Committee, Technology Committee, and Public Utilities Committee. 
 
Michael also serves as Chair of award winning Age Friendly Columbus, one of Michael’s most successful 
efforts. This citywide initiative works to ensure that individuals of all ages and abilities can remain in 
their homes, living independently and maintaining a high quality of life. 
 
On Council, Michael has proven himself to be a sensible and innovative leader who works in a bipartisan 
manner to get results for our community. He finds effective solutions to solve problems and fights to 
build a better future for central Ohio. 
 
Outside of Council, Michael is an Adjunct Law Professor at Capital University Law School where he 
teaches a course on legislation. 
 
From 2011 to 2016, Michael proudly represented the residents and businesses of Columbus in the Ohio 
House of Representative.  At the Statehouse, Michael received numerous honors and awards including 
several Legislator of the Year awards. 
 
Following graduation from Academy in 1998, Michael went on to earn a B.A. in Leadership Studies from 
the University of Richmond in 2002, an MPA in Public Administration from George Washington 
University in 2004, and a Juris Doctor degree from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 
2007. 
 
 
Lakeside named a 'best little beach town' 
The Fremont News-Messenger 
Sheri Trusty, Correspondent  
Published 1:59 p.m. ET May 7, 2018 | Updated 2:10 p.m. ET May 7, 2018 
 
LAKESIDE - Lakeside Chautauqua was named one of the “10 Best Little Beach Towns on the Great Lakes” 
by Coastal Living magazine. 
 
It was the only Ohio town and the only U.S. Lake Erie location on the list. 
 
Apparently, the rest of the world is discovering what local residents have known all along — that 
Lakeside is a very distinctive destination. 
 
Kevin Sibbring ’78, President and CEO of Lakeside Chautauqua, said he was pleased that Coastal Living 
magazine, which normally focuses on ocean coastlines, noticed the appeal of lake coasts. 
 
“I think their readership is looking for unique destinations with family connections,” Sibbring said. “It 
was nice we got some national recognition from them.” 
 
The magazine story noted the community’s culture and charm stemming from the Lakeside paradox of 
modern intellectual pursuits undertaken amongst 19th-century cottages. And the author talked about 
what she called the “lakefront path” that is known locally as “Ohio’s Most Beautiful Mile.” The northern 
stretch of Lakeside winds along the shoreline amongst colorful flowerbeds and panoramic views of the 
Lake Erie islands. 



 
“Ohio’s Most Beautiful Mile is arguably the best location on Lake Erie,” Sibbring said. “The founders of 
Lakeside tried to find the most scenic part of Lake Erie to establish a settlement.” 
 
But it’s not just the aesthetic aspects of the community that gives it importance. It is also the memories 
made amongst the beauty. For many, Lakeside has become a part of their family history, and there are 
countless stories, as Sibbring put it, of “moments on the grounds.” 
 
He talked of a woman who was inspired to a musical career at Lakeside, and a family whose children 
begged for a vacation here instead of Disneyland. 
 
“And for many, it’s a place of healing from loss, whether loss of a family member or loss of a job,” 
Sibbring said. “There’s an emotional connection to Lakeside.” 
 
Since its inception, Lakeside has been built on the four pillars of music, education, spiritual development 
and recreation. 
 
Sibbring said the Lakeside board is developing a master plan that will continue to build on the history of 
the 145-year-old community while finding ways to remain relevant in the present. That is particularly 
important since Lakesiders have invested millions of dollars into their homes in the past few years, and 
many are making the community a year-round residence. 
 
The master plan, which will come before the board in August, will entail a three-year effort that focuses 
on enhancing the entrance on Ohio 163; further developing the lakefront, and refurbishing the 1920s 
schoolhouse that sits on the grounds.   
 
“The schoolhouse was the first serviceable school on the peninsula. It was built in the early 1920s, but 
it’s been boarded up the better part of a couple of decades,” Sibbring said. 
 
The vision for the schoolhouse is to re-purpose it as a performing arts and cultural arts center. 
 
“In the summer, it could be a surrogate school where kids can fully engage in the arts,” Sibbring said. 
 
A Master Plan Community Forum will be held on May 26 from 9 a.m.to 10:30 a.m. in Hoover 
Auditorium. The Wellness Center Grand Opening will be held on the same day from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 
 
The goals of the master plan focus on intertwining modern needs with the vintage charm and culture 
that caught the attention of Coastal Living magazine. While the magazine calls Lakeside a “quiet beach 
town,” its bustling summer activity might dispel that notion. While it doesn’t share the rousing noise of 
nearby Cedar Point or island nightlife, it has instead the cheerful murmurings of Lakesiders making 
“moments on the grounds.” 
 
 
Lakeside makes a big splash with new pool 
Port Clinton Herald News 
Jon Stinchcomb, Reporter  
Published 3:58 p.m. ET July 6, 2017 



 
PORT CLINTON - The Lakeside Chautauqua community, as well as seasonal visitors, now have more than 
just the beach as a place to splash around. 
 
This past weekend, Lakeside Chautauqua opened its new pool and wellness campus, merely 15 months 
after fundraising efforts began. 
 
“I don’t think any big project has moved as swiftly in Lakeside,” said Kevin Sibbring ’78, president and 
CEO of Lakeside Chautauqua. 
 
The idea of building a pool within a community that already has very popular beaches on Lake Erie came 
as a response to the harmful algal bloom in 2015, the most severe bloom on record. 
 
The water had such high levels of microcystis cyanobacteria, a toxic blue-green algae, that officials 
issued public health advisories against swimming in the affected portions of Lake Erie. 
 
“It was finally time in Lakeside’s storied history to have a pool,” Sibbring said. 
 
But they also took the opportunity to further one of their four guiding pillars of Chautauqua: recreation 
and healthy living. 
 
“Let’s not do it just by digging a hole in the ground and put water in,” Sibbring said, describing the 
feedback received from the Lakeside community throughout the planning process. 
 
The project focused on the entire “wellness campus” aspect to the pool and surrounding grounds. 
 
From 7 to 11 a.m. each weekday, the pool’s morning hours are used to teach exercise classes, such as 
swimming lessons, lap swimming and water aerobics. 
 
Then, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., the pool has open family swim hours and is available to those with single-
day or season passes, which have to be shown upon entry. The pool will be closed during nighttime 
hours. 
 
On weekends, the hours change to open swim from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and noon to 6 p.m. on 
Sunday. 
 
The 6,000-square-foot pool, one of the largest community pools in Ottawa County, has a capacity of up 
to 400 swimmers at a time and includes a lot of features not commonly seen that are designed so 
everyone can find enjoyment. 
 
Sibbring said Lakesiders wanted to make sure there were five primary things they wanted the pool to 
encompass: zero-depth entry, splash elements for children, lap lanes, heated water and a water slide. 
 
The new pool has all of those features, as well as an ADA lift chair for those with disabilities and a ramp 
in the shallow end of the pool. 
 
Becky Donithan and her family, of Arizona, have a cottage in Lakeside, where they spend the summer 
season. On Thursday, she enjoyed the pool with her son Marky, who has cerebral palsy. 



 
Thanks to the lift chair, Marky was able to enjoy the pool. Though Marky cannot walk on land, he can in 
the water and Becky described it as the best therapy for him. 
 
“He’s been all over the pool, swimming and walking,” she said. “It’s awesome. It’s actually my first time 
in (the pool) and it’s beautiful.” 
 
One portion of the wellness campus that is not yet open is the indoor facility that will feature various 
exercise equipment, a kitchen and areas for lectures and other programming that can seat up to 110 
people. 
 
Lakeside Chautauqua has a policy of not having construction going on during the summer season, so 
they paused work on the exterior of that building until Labor Day. They anticipate the facility to be 
completed for an opening in late September. 
 
The pool and wellness campus cost a total of about just over $3.5 million, which was fundraised from 
the Lakeside community in only a year’s time. 
 
While the pool has been a huge hit with locals and visitors since opening during the July 4 holiday 
weekend, it still has not taken away from the popularity of Lakeside’s beaches. 
 
“We’re going to remain committed to the lakefront,” Sibbring said. “And we’re going to remain visible 
and vocal in exercising our community voice about what needs to happen to correct the issues around 
Lake Erie.” 
 
 
In Memory:  
 
Jonathan S. Baeslack ’06, 31, of Willoughby; beloved son of Bud and Shelley Baeslack; loving brother of 
Gen Potts, Grace (Dominic) Angelone and Drew (Michelle) Baeslack; dear uncle of Jacob, Cole, Katelyn 
and Michael and loving grandson of William Baeslack, Jr. and the late Yolanda T. Baeslack and L. Philip 
and Gene O. Longley. Also survived by several aunts, uncles and cousins. He held a Second Degree Black 
Belt in Karate and enjoyed playing video games. Jon was a graduate of Rensselear Polytechnic Institute 
in Troy, NY, where he earned his Bachelor of Science in Nuclear Engineering. He had also served as a 
research intern at the Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine in Cleveland. 


